CABLE GAS PEDAL CONVERSION

The domino effect enters into play each time we attempt a modification to our old cars.

I guess this is why we love this hobby! When you acquire your collectable, more than
likely you will need to add some personalization. When | got my first collectable, a 1965
Mercury Comet (don’t get excited, | also have two 63 Falcon Sprints) | wanted to do to
it, what | would have done to it, when | was a teenager. The money didn’t exist then,
but the one nice thing about old age is being at the peak of our earning power.

The first thing | had to have was a Ford Cobra hi-rise aluminum intake manifold and a
Ford 4100 4 barrel carb. It did not take long to get the intake manifold and carburetor
on ebay. Once the parts arrived, the manifold was bead blasted and the carb was
rebuilt. The original manifold and Ford 2100 carburetor were removed and the new
manifold and carb were installed. Unfortunately, there was no way that the original bell
crank gas pedal linkage would work. | did try modifying the bell crank, but could not get
the travel long enough to open the carb to full throttle.

I live in a very rural part of upstate New York and was fortunate to have a junk yard
about one mile down the road. The owner has been a good friend and | am welcome to
go exploring. I don’t mind making changes to my old Fords, but | am very careful to use
only Blue Oval parts. So, the hunt was on to find a solution to my gas pedal dilemma.
Ford switched to cable throttle linkages sometime in the eighties and each old Ford that
| looked at was so equipped. | pulled a cable throttle linkage and gas pedal from a V-8
Granada and another one from a V-6 Fairmont.




The Fairmont pedal was a better fit than the Granada because of the shape of the gas
pedal arm. The original gas pedal and bell crank assembly was removed. Fortunately
the carpet was also going to be replaced, as the original gas pedal is screwed to the
floor through the carpet. The first step was to bolt the pedal to the firewall. The pedal
was positioned so the cable went through an existing wiring hole in the firewall. The
wiring was then feed through the old throttle linkage firewall hole.
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The throttle cable has a bracket the uses the standard Ford intake manifold mounting

locations. Unfortunately, the hi-rise Ford Cobra aluminum intake manifold did not have
the standard mounting holes. | solved this problem by making up a flat plate out of 1/8”
aluminum sheet metal; it attaches to the linkage mounting holes on the passenger side
of the intake and then provides a support to mount the throttle cable bracket.
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The cable attaches to the carburetor ball stud. Depending on the carburetor you have,
it may have the ball stud or a hole. One of my 4100 carbs came with a ball stud and
one did not. On the one that didn’t have a ball stud, | simply removed a ball stud from
another carb and drilled and tapped it so | could mount it on the carburetor throttle lever.

The cable type linkage is a vast improvement over the old bell crank mechanism. It
doesn’t squeak it is smoother and best of all; | don’t get dirt stuck behind the old pedal
that was fastened to the floor.




