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Drivers Side Fresh Air Inlet Vent Upgrade 
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A simple and convenient change you can make to your 60-63 
Falcon/Comet is to replace the driver’s side fresh air inlet vent with 
one from a 64-65 Falcon/Comet.  The 60-63 unit functions by opening 
and closing a door.  Reaching down with your hand or being clever 
with your foot as you cruise along can be risky.  Ford must have 
realized that this was an issue, in the 1964 a cable-operated vent 
became standard.  At age 18, I was pretty good at opening and 
closing the door with my foot, today I get cramps in my thigh just 
thinking about that move.  This upgrade is more convenient and a 
pretty simple swap.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The original unit is held in by 2 
threaded rods (J-bolts) that can be 
reached by opening the vent door.   
 
Simply loosen the nuts until you 
can rotate the J-bolt to unhook it 
from the fresh air inlet.  
 
 
 
 

60 – 63 Fresh Air Inlet Vent  
   Note: vent door is broken off 

 

64 – 65 Fresh Air Inlet Vent 

J-Bolts 
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3 bolts through the rim of the 64-
65 fresh air inlet vent hold the 
unit in place.  You will need to 
drill 3 - ¼” holes in the fresh air 
inlet.   Hold the 64-65 fresh air 
inlet in place and carefully mark 
the hole locations.  Be sure that 
you have the vent rotated 
correctly so the cable pull will 
meet up with the emergency 
brake mounting holes.  Drill ¼” 
holes at your marked locations.  
 

 
 
 
Reach up and over the fresh air inlet lip 
and insert (3) 1” x ¼” bolts and use a flat 
nut to hold the bolt in place.  
 
 
 

 
 
I use self-sticking weatherstrip on the 
fresh air inlet unit to seal it to the cowl.  
You could purchase the fresh air inlet 
gasket from a Falcon vender if you 
like.   
 
 
 
Slide the fresh air inlet vent up over the bolts and fasten with a nut at 
each of the three locations. 
 
 
 
 

Here is what the cowl lip looks like. 

3 Mounting Holes 

Self Stick Foam Gasket 
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The bracket that holds the cable to the dash neatly matches up with 
the emergency brake support at the base of the dash.  Remove the 
two bolts that fasten the emergency brake to the dash, slip in the 
fresh air inlet vent cable bracket and re-install the bolts.  As a final 
step, I painted the pull knob off-white to match the dash knobs.  

 
 
 
 
 
CAUTION: The location of the air inlet is very close to where the 
wiring harness enters from the engine bay into the car interior.  You 
will need to use caution as maneuver around the wiring harness. 
 
Now I can cruise and adjust the driver’s fresh air inlet vent without 
needing to be a contortionist. 

The vent knob bracket holes match the emergency brake mounting holes.  
Note: When you remove the bolts that retain the emergency bracket, there 
is no need to hold the nuts on the emergency brake as they are held in 
place by caged nuts. 


