A Club for Mercury Comets
and Cyclones from All Years
and 61-63 US Made Meteors

omet

ast

Volume 6, Issue 4
Edited by Tom Wooley
July —August 2007

Website:
www.cometeastcarclub.org

Webmaster

Don Harding

3238 Heathstead PI
Charlotte, NC 28210
704-552-6896
mercury_s55@yahoo.com

Officers
President - Bill Adams
211 Wateree Av

Columbia, SC 29205
803-799-5273
billadams100@hotmail.com

V. President - Danny Mansfield
19119 S Canaan Rd

Guysville, OH 45735
740-662-9931
dmmansfield@verizon.net

Secretary - Pat Wooley
413 Beech Grove Rd
Shepherdsville, KY 40165
502-543-8493
mamahurley@alltel.net

Treasurer — Gert Girard
115 Baltic — Hanover Rd
Baltic, CT 06330

(360) 822-6539

BOD

Karl Jacobs

35283 Bond Dr

Slidell, LA 70460
985-649-1172
63comet@bellsouth.net

Tom Church

2 Palomino Ct

Spotsylvania, VA 22553
540-582-5973
tom.church@advpneumatics.com

Don Harding

3238 Heathstead PI
Charlotte, NC 28210
704-552-6896
mercury_s55@yahoo.com

This is my last newsletter as president of
Comet East. It has been an exciting time
for me as well as the club. We have
grown from a couple of dozen Comet
fans in 2002 into a club of more than 165
members. We have members in almost
every state in the east, a few in the west
and 5 members in Canada. | think that
would qualify as a success. We are now
a non-profit corporation under the laws of
the state of Kentucky and plan to seek
exempt status under section 501(c)(7) of
the IRS code. | have seen, learned, and
done things | would not (could not) have
dreamt of six years ago.

As a result of our recent elections, you
will notice the change in the line up of
officers in the box to the left. | was
somewhat disappointed in the response
to our elections. Only twenty votes were
received. 15 were paper ballots and 5
were electronic. The results were
announced at our meeting in Dearborn. |
am not leaving the club. I will continue to
edit the newsletter and I'm sure I'll be
asked to help from time to time (by Miss

OK. First of all | owe Linda Marinari an
apology for not mentioning her name
along with her husband, John, in the last
newsletter. To be honest | didn't write it
down and couldn’t remember before my
deadline arrived. Mea Culpa. We all have
an enabler to help us support our habits
(hobbies) and they need to be
recognized.

In this issue I've got a story of youthful
exuberance by Robert Kell of Nathalie,
VA, pictures from Dearborn and

Pat if no one else). Please give Bill Adams
all of your help and support.

| want to thank Mike Brogan, and Jack
Whipple of the International Edsel Club for
inviting Comet East to take part in their
50" year celebration and making us
welcome in Dearborn.

Hendersonville, NC will be the site of the
final show for 2007. September 22, 2007
will be the date. Those who have attended
this show in the Blue Ridge Mountains
report a wonderful show with lots of cars
and beautiful scenery. Visit the club
website or contact Bill Adams or Don
Harding for more info.

Look for more and better shows in the
future as we continue to grow.

There’s still a lot to do.
As Tim would have said; Lets....

Rock and Roll

Tom Wooley

Hagerstown, Tips, classifieds, and much
more.

| still need content for future newsletters.
I'll have an alignment article coming up in
a future issue and a few others have sent
me stories and pictures to use and many
folks tell me to keep up this great
publication but that depends on you.

Rock and Roll

Tom




Two Laps at Darlington
omet By Robert Kell
ast
First, | would like to encourage club members to send their stories to Comet
East. | enjoy reading them and everyone has a story to tell. Here is mine.

Three weeks before | graduated from high school in 1963, five of us guys made a pact to go to Myrtle
Beach after graduation. One week after graduation | was at the old country store in Halifax County
when Thomas, Ronnie, Eddie, three country boys and Kerry, a city boy whose dad owned the
newspaper in South Boston, drove up and asked if | was ready to go to the beach. | said, “Man, I'm
broke”. I think | had 7 dollars to my name. My friends said that if | would drive my car, a 56 Pontiac,
they would pay for everything. How could | refuse an offer like that? So the next day we headed for
the beach with about $550 between us including my seven dollars.

We live close to the North Carolina line and in those days you could buy beer there at 18, so as soon
as we crossed into NC we stopped and bought enough beer to get us to the beach. We had a
designated driver in Eddie, who had stopped drinking after prom when he had accidentally shot
himself in the leg. He was still walking like Chester [from Gunsmoke] when we left for the beach.
Those seven days were a blast but that is another story.

After we left Myrtle beach on Sunday, and knowing that Darlington was only about 60 miles out of the
way and thinking that the race was going on there we headed for the track. We got there to find that
the gate at the exit to turn 2 was open and there were no fans around. They were racing at some
other track. | drove through the tunnel and realized that we were alone. Thomas said, “Lets take a
lap”. | said that | didn’t have any money to pay a ticket but Kerry said that if | got a ticket he’d pay it.
He was the only one of us whose family could afford to get us out of jail if we got locked up so | said,
“Lets go!” Thomas, Kerry and | got in the car while Ronnie and Eddie sat in the stands.

The old 3" and 4™ turns were banked really high and the first lap at about 50 mph | couldn’t keep the
car up in the high groove. Around the track and down the back straight | turned the old Pontiac loose.
The last time | looked, the speedometer read 70 and it was still climbing. Into turn 3 | stuck it in the
high groove and it stayed there all the way through 3 and 4 and across the finish line. There wasn't a
cement wall in those days, just a guardrail that looked like a picket fence. After the second lap, |
stopped in front of the tunnel, laughing and enjoying our new “claim to fame” when | looked back at
the exit of turn 4 and to my horror a new 1963 Pontiac was coming onto the track after us. Of course
we had a ¥z lap lead, so we loaded up and got out of there. Thank goodness cell phones weren’t
around back then.

We got back home abut 8 that evening and as | let each of the guys off at his house | wondered if this
would e the last time the five of us would get together, which it was. Kerry and Eddie went to Viet
Nam, came home, and now run businesses of their own. Thomas and | have good jobs and families.
I’'m sorry to say that Ronnie took his own life about v
20 years ago. | will never know why.

In the last 40 years | have made many trips to the
beach and to Darlington. In 2004 a friend who works
for NASCAR gave me tickets to the last spring race.
The seats were right over the tunnel in turn 2. In my
mind | retraced those two laps for about half the
race.

Great story Rob. I'm sure many of us would likegjpeat that
experience. I'm also pretty sure the gate wouldolo&ed today.

Here’s a picture of one of Rob’s current cars a &k 1964 Comet
Caliente Convertible. A lot better car than thadl ®lontiac.

Ed.




Award Winners At Dearborn

Omet July 28, 2007
ast
Stock
Standard of Excellence Danny Mansfield 1965 Cyclone HI-PO
Pete Girard 1965 Cyclone
Bill & Cheryl Larson 1967 202 Sedan
Modified
Standard of Excellence Dave Dancer 1964 Pro-Street Caliente
Kenny Noland 1964 Pro-Street Caliente
Rick Piornack (New Member) 1964 Caliente Convertible
Best Engine - Stock Mary Mansfield 1965 404 Station Wagon
Best Engine - Modified Richard Brown (New Member) 1964 Cyclone
Mike Everett Owners Choice Kenny Noland 1964 Pro- Street Caliente
Danny Peiffer "Eyecatcher" Award Gary Johns (New Member) 1964 Caliente Convertible
Tim Morley "Rock & Roll" Spirit Award Bart Whatley
" Dealers Choice Top Gun" Award Pete Girard 1965 Cyclone

(Celebrity Pick by Jim Demmer of Demmer Lincoln-Mercury)
Comet East would like to express our gratitude to D emmer Lincoln Mercury of Dearborn, Ml for sponsorin g these awards

Rick Piornack 64 Caliente CV Lou Arnold 1964 Cyclone

Cindy Abernathy waits for the cruise to start Doug Thirkettle of St Mary’s, Ontario lined up for the cruise

3 P—




More pictures from Dearborn

Top Row: Cathy Brogan's 63, Mike Patterson’s 64

Middle Row: Cruisin Telegraph Rd with the Larsons, Linda Church with their 65
Bottom Row: Richard Browns 64 Cyclone with matching Motorcycle,
Pete Girard’s 65 and Karl Jacobs’ 63




Classified Ad

'65 COMET CALIENTE QUARTER PANELS. RUST FREE FROM GEORGIA $550 EA.
'65 COMET COMPLETE DOORS RUST FREE  *“ ) “ $100 EA.
'65 COMET FRONT FENDERS, RUST FREE “ “ : $100 EA.
'65 COMET DECK LID, RUST FREE “ : “ $65.00

NOTE: WILL SELL ALL THE ABOVE SHEET METAL FOR PACKAGE PRICE OF $1,300.00

THESE ARE RUST FREE 42 YEAR OLD SHEETMETAL PIECES THAT ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE AT THE
CORNER JUNK YARD.

'65 COMET CYCLONE WHITE DOOR PANEL FOR PASS SIDE, NICE CONDITION! $70

'65 COMET DOOR SILL PLATES. VERY NICE CONDITION! $40 PR.
V8 EMBLEMS, HAVE TWO SETS. TAKE ‘EM BOTH SETS FOR $35.00
HEADLITE DOOR FOR PASS SIDE. NO DENTS, KINKS $20.00
HEADLITE DOOR CHROME BEZEL, PASS SIDE. VERY NICE!! $10.00
BACKGLASS STAINLESS WINDOW MLDGS. (4 PCS) NICE $20.00

ALL SHEET METAL FOB YOUR PICK-UP FROM DEARBORN, MICHIGAN.

CALL BOB @ 313-336-4762 OR CELL NO. 313-878-5775

Quick Tech Tip:

By Richard Harrington
When adding dual exhaust to 60-65 Falcons and
Comets, keeping the rear brake hose (soft line)
away from the left side exhaust pipe is critical.
Using the soft line from a 1960’s era F100 pick up
truck will help solve this problem. lItis
approximately 3” longer. The extra length helps to
‘arc’ it around the exhaust pipe as it goes up and
over the axle. For extra protection, coil some stiff
wire around the hose, this will add abrasion
resistance and will also allow you to shape the
hose. Part numbers and suppliers for the F100
brake hose are:

Wagner — F36083 Brent Randall of Apalachin, NY sent this
Bendix — 88240 picture of his son trying out the seat in
Raybestos — BH36091 this racecar. Training him for NASCAR
EIS — SP3116 Brent?

Tru-Toraue — H36091




All Ford Show Sponsored by Mid Maryland Ford Club
At Mason Dixon Dragway
Hagerstown, MD August 19, 2007

Bart Whatley's Racecar

Cliff Foore of Shippensburg, PA 64 Cyclone

Dan Bell of Rockville MD 63 Custom Convertible Ron Kussrow of Fallston, MD 63 2DR Hardtop - Best Paint

Congratulations to all of the winners and thanksiovho came out for this popular event for their
commitment to Comet East and to their cars. Editor




When we Cometeers see Comets stars come to our eyes. But below are some
Movie and TV Comets that were real movie stars.

This 1964 Caliente convertible was the Star Car in This 1963 convertible is from “The Outer
the 1996 movie Swinger. Limits” TV show 1963-1965

This 1960 Comet is from Starsky & Hutch
1975-1979

This is a nice 1966 Comet Caliente convertible was
the star car in the TV show “Mannix” 1967 -1975

This shot proves that “Bad Boys Drive 1965
Mercury Comets”. It is from the International Film
The Return of the Tall Blond Man With One Black
Shoe, 1974

If you want to view more movie Mercury Comets just go to the web site www.imcdb.org. It's a great site.

Donald Harding




Moving?
Remember to let the club
secretary know if you
change your address,
phone number or email
address. Also let us know
if you get an email
address. You may write
the secretary at the
address on the front
page. You may also
phone or email. Letters,
postcards and email are
best, but the answering
machine is (almost)
always on.

ed.

This is the latest incarnation of our T-shirt with the licensed drawing
by lan Jones (Hot Rod Pencil). Note the Comet East logo on the
small sign to the right. These Haynes heavyweight 50/50 tees do not
shrink. They are available from the secretary for $18 plus S&H in
sizes S, M, L XL & XXL (S & XXL quantity is limited).

Call, Email or write Miss Pat to get yours.

413 Beech Grove Rd
Shepherdsville, KY 40165



