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 A Club for Mercury Comets 
and Cyclones from All Years 
and 61-63 US Made Meteors 

Sitting here thinking of what to write in 
my first column as new club president, I'll 
admit, I'm conflicted. There is so much to 
say about where we have come from as 
a club in the past five years. I could 
spend the entire time on that. From that 
tiny group of 15 Comet lovers that met in 
Nashville in July 2002, to Carlisle in June 
2003 when the club was officially formed 
until today, the road has been long and 
winding. Today our membership has 
grown to about 160, a testament to the 
hard work of the prior leadership of Tim 
Morley and Tom Wooley and many 
others. Today we are a strong club made 
up of members who not only enjoy the 
ownership of a truly unique automobile, 
but also enjoy the company of other 
members. This is played out several 
times a year at our shows. Our members 
consistently travel hundreds of miles to 
club shows that spread throughout the 
East. 

But, I also want to look to the future 
of Comet East and explore the 
possibilities of where we can be as a 
club. Three areas of focus are important 
in order for us to be successful. One is 
to continue scheduling shows so that we 
reach the most members. Being as 
spread out as we are, this is the one 
place we as individuals are able to 
congregate. There, we're able to meet, 
socialize and exchange ideas; to 
actually be a club. Shows are the place 

  

to advertise our brand of car. I firmly 
believe that it is no coincidence Comets 
are more in demand now. A major reason 
is the show activity in which we 
participate. 

Secondly, we need to add to our 
membership. The cliché "strength in 
numbers" applies here. Fortunately, we 
have about 160 recruiters because each 
one of us has a helpful role we can play 
in this regard. We should always speak 
to and engage other Comet owners 
when we see them. Invite them to join 
the club. Ask them to sign on to the club 
website for more information about us. If 
possible, get their name and contact 
address and then notify one of the club 
officers. We will follow up with a personal 
contact. 

Finally, we want to maintain our club's 
position as the dominant Comet club in 
the country. I hope every Comet club 
grows. This can only help owners 
everywhere. But we have become the 
largest and most active due to our 
enthusiastic members. The result of this 
success is that we have become the 
standard to which others strive. We will 
continue to work hard to stay on top. 

Thank you for electing me president 
for this year. Please let me know what 
you want us to do as a club. If you have 
ideas or suggestions, remember, I am 
only a phone call or email away. Let me 
hear from you. Until then, I'll see you at 
the shows 
 

Roll Comets 
 

Bill Adams 

 

 
Website: 
www.cometeastcarclub.org 
 
Webmaster 
Don Harding 
3238 Heathstead Pl 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
704-552-6896 
mercury_s55@yahoo.com 
 
Officers 
President - Bill Adams 
211 Wateree Av 
Columbia, SC 29205 
803-799-5273 
billadams100@hotmail.com 
 
V. President - Danny Mansfield 
19119 S Canaan Rd 
Guysville, OH 45735 
740-662-9931 
dmmansfield@verizon.net 
 
Secretary - Pat Wooley 
413 Beech Grove Rd 
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502-543-8493 
mamahurley@alltel.net 
 
Treasurer – Gert Girard 
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(360) 822-6539 
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Karl Jacobs 
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Tom Church 
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���������	
���
���
��	 �
 

 

���	� � ���� �
�����
����
�	
 �

Tom Wooley

Finally the heat of the summer is gone and the fall 
colors are starting to show. The cooler temps make 
being in the shop working on the cars a little more 
bearable. I like working on them but I hate it when the 
oppressive heat makes me short of air and the sweat 
in my eyes makes it hard to see. Man, how did we 
ever survive back when air conditioning was rare? 
Maybe now I can get some real work done on at least 
one of the cars. 

Remember that you can get your newsletters 
electronically if you wish. Just send me an email at 
cometeast@alltel.net  requesting electronic 
newsletters and they will magically appear in your in-
box through the miracle of the internet. 

Miss Pat (the club secretary) has modified the 
database so you’ll see your member number and 
renewal due date on the mailing labels. Top line left for 
the member # and right for the renewal date. We hope 
this change will make it easier for you to keep track of 
when your membership dues are due. Membership 
stands at about 180 but there about a dozen that are 
about to be purged from the database. We’ve mailed 

out 2nd renewal notices to them but haven’t heard back. 
I guess slow growth is better than no growth. 

President Bill Adams has asked that everyone email 
him at: president@cometeastcarclub.org so he can 
have valid email addresses for all club members. This 
will facilitate contacts and information distribution.  It 
would be a good thing to cc your message to the 
secretary as well. So she can adjust her database. Her 
address is mamahurley@alltel.net or you may use 
cometeast@alltel.net and I’ll pass it on to Miss Pat. 

On a sad note, Comet East wishes to express our 
condolences to John Woodward of Mount Holly, NC on 
the loss of his brother Phil this summer after a traffic 
accident. We met John and Phil at Charlotte this past 
April. Our hearts and prayers go out to John and his 
family. 
 

Rock and Roll 
Tom
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By Donald Harding
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Building scaled miniatures or “modeling” has 
always been a passion of mine.  There are old 
family photos in our family scrapbook of me 
holding up a model car that I just finished 
building. I could not be more the five or six 
years old. Below are some examples from my 
collection of Mercury Comets and Cyclone If 
you are interested in finding and building 
Comet miniatures, they are still available. 
Over the past few years with the rebirth of the 
muscle car, people are once again interested 
in muscle cars of the 60’s and 70’s. Model 
manufacturers have started to re-releasing 
models originally sold in the 60’s and 70’s. 
Examples would include AMT’s 1967 Comet 
Cyclone, AMT’s’64 Comet Caliente Craftsman 
kit, and GMP 1969 Mercury Cyclone Cale 
Yarborough Edition.  I hope you will enjoy the 
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By Donald Harding

Comets from my collection.  
I am including my favorite Internet links of model 
cars and supplies. You can also find many 
examples of Comet and Cyclone miniatures on the 
Comet East website.  www.cometeastcarclub.org. 
Just click on the “Comet Models” button. 
Web Links: 
www.modelcarkits.com 
www.gasolinealleyantiques.com/kits/kitcaramt.htm 
www.perrysresin.com  
www.modelhaus.com 
www.modelroundup.com 
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Pictures from Hendersonville, NC 
September 22, 2007 

 

Dewey Lyda’s 61 4-Door  

  

 Bruce Thorsen’s 65 Convertible Tim DeWeese’s Dragin’ Wagon 

John Woodward with his 64 

Terry, Jane and Michael Lyda with a 65 Convertible Comet East Founder Tim Morley’s 65 202 
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For Sale:1964 Comet Caliente 2-Door Hardtop 
Blue/Blue 4 Speed,  Bucket Seats Rebuilt 260 CI V8 
New Clutch & Pressure Plate Dual Exhaust 
Asking $ 15,500.00  
Car is stored in New Bedford, MA 
Contact: Everett Ramos, Egg Harbor, NJ 
Phone: 609-804-3169 or cell 609-816-5771 

1964 Comet For Sale 

More Pictures from Hendersonville 
 

Two Ragtops Prez Bill’s 65 Convertible 

Picnic at the Cottages 

Roy Cheney with his 64 
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The existing wiring hole 
was used for the cable 
and the old pedal 
mechanism hole was 
used for the wiring. 
 

Gas pedal 
view from the 
inside.   
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CABLE GAS PEDAL CONVERSION 
By Dick Harrington

The domino effect enters into play each time we 
attempt a modification to our old cars.  I guess this 
is why we love this hobby!  When you acquire your 
collectable, more than likely you will need to add 
some personalization.  When I got my first 
collectable, a 1965 Mercury Comet (I also have two 
63 Falcon Sprints) I wanted to do to it what I would 
have done to it when I was a teenager.  The money 
didn’t exist then, but the one nice thing about old 
age is being at the peak of our earning power.   
 
The first thing I had to have was a Ford Cobra hi-
rise aluminum intake manifold and a Ford 4100 4 
barrel carb.  It did not take long to get the intake 
manifold and carburetor on ebay.   Once the parts 
arrived, the manifold was bead blasted and the 
carb was rebuilt.  The original manifold and Ford 
2100 carburetor were removed and the new 
manifold and carb were installed.  Unfortunately, 
there was no way that the original bell crank gas 

pedal linkage would work.  I did try modifying the bell crank, but could not get the travel long enough to open the carb 
to full throttle. 
 
I live in a very rural part of upstate New York and am fortunate to have a junk yard about one mile down the road.  The 
owner has been a good friend and I am welcome to go exploring.  I don’t mind making changes to my old Fords, but I 
am very careful to use only Blue Oval parts.  So, the hunt was on to find a solution to my gas pedal dilemma.  Ford 
switched to cable throttle linkages sometime in the eighties and each old Ford that I looked at was so equipped.  I 
pulled a cable throttle linkage and gas pedal from a V-8 Granada and another one from a V-6 Fairmont. 
The Fairmont pedal was a better fit than the Granada because of the shape of the gas pedal arm.  The original gas 
pedal and bell crank assembly was removed.  Fortunately the carpet was also going to be replaced, as the original gas 
pedal is screwed to the floor through the carpet.   The first step was to bolt the pedal to the firewall.  The pedal was 
positioned so the cable went through an existing wiring hole in the firewall.  The wiring was then fed through the old 
throttle linkage firewall hole. 
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The throttle cable has a bracket the uses the standard Ford intake manifold mounting locations.  Unfortunately, the hi-
rise Ford Cobra aluminum intake manifold did not have the standard mounting holes.  I solved this problem by making 
up a flat plate out of 1/8” aluminum sheet metal; it attaches to the linkage mounting holes on the passenger side of the 
intake and then provides a support to mount the throttle cable bracket. 

Another view of the throttle cable entering the 
firewall, this is on my 63 Falcon Sprint. 

Aluminum plate to adapt throttle linkage to 
intake mounting holes. 

The cable attaches to the carburetor ball stud.  Depending on the carburetor you have, it may have the ball stud or a 
hole.  One of my 4100 carbs came with a ball stud and one did not.  On the one that didn’t have a ball stud, I simply 
removed a ball stud from another carb and drilled and tapped it so I could mount it on the carburetor throttle lever. 

Two views of the throttle linkage and the carburetor.  The picture on the right is the engine that went into my 63 
Falcon Sprint.  That carburetor had a ball stud on the throttle lever.  The picture on the left is from my 65 Comet; it 
did not have a ball stud, so one had to be added to work with the throttle cable. 

The cable type linkage is a vast improvement over the old bell crank mechanism.  It doesn’t squeak it is smoother and 
best of all; I don’t get dirt stuck behind the old pedal that was fastened to the floor. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

413 Beech Grove Rd 
Shepherdsville, KY 40165 

Moving? 
Remember to let the club 
secretary know if you 
change your address, 
phone number or email 
address. Also let us know 
if you get an email 
address. You may write 
the secretary at the 
address on the front 
page. You may also 
phone or email.  Letters, 
postcards and email are 
best, but the answering 
machine is (almost) 
always on. 
 
ed. 
 

Comet East Poll 
 
 
There have been some questions and 
discussions regarding making payment of dues 
and purchases of club SWAG more convenient. 
 
 With this in mind, would you be willing to pay a 
small additional fee for the convenience of 
using PayPal or paying by credit card? 
 
 
You may email your opinion to the editor at 
cometeast@alltel.net or call the office at 502-
543-8493 or drop us a postcard with your 
response. 


