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 A Club for Mercury Comets 
and Cyclones from All Years 
and 61-63 US Made Meteors 

Here's hoping that everyone had a 
relaxing Thanksgiving, eating tasty 
turkey and watching football. This does 
give us a time to pause and reflect on 
the blessings that have come our way. I 
hope all of us will find time during the 
Christmas season to give thanks for all 
that we have. And, while we enjoy the 
comfort of our family and friends, we 
should also thank the members of our 
armed forces who are fighting to 
guarantee our rights and freedoms. 

      The Comet East family ends this 
year very successfully. We sponsored 
six shows, which by my count drew 
about 96 Comets. I think we all 
recognize that each show is different 
and develops its own character. I 
always come away with something 
unique from each event. We've had 
some requests for a show that would 
include a club cruise. That would be fun 
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�Well, it’s the end of the year again.  It 
has been an interesting year. We’ve 
had some minor changes in leadership, 
some great shows, and much 
camaraderie with our fellow Comet 
aficionados. To those of us that have 
had health issues, Miss Pat and I hope 
2008 finds all of us improved. The 
same wish goes for those of us that 
have had car issues. Comet East 
hopes that your cars are much 
improved; running and looking like you 
think they should. 

  
and we will look into it. I am participating 
in the first annual Carolina Open Car 
Classic, Friday and Saturday, December 
7th and 8th. This show will be staged in 
Charleston, SC at Boone Hall 
Plantation. Registration is $35 and 
includes 2 admissions to tour the 300-
year-old plantation house. I hope others 
will join me. Contact me if you want to 
go. Of course, Charleston is a fantastic 
place to visit anyway. Don will have 
details up on the website. 

      This issue of the newsletter includes 
a membership list. I encourage 
everyone to contact others in your area 
and occasionally plan to meet locally. 
It's pretty easy to meet at the local Sonic 
or to participate in a larger organized 
cruise-in. Let us know if you do this and 
send pictures to Tom Wooley for the 
newsletter. 

      We'll be busy getting ready for next 
show season. Contact me if you have 
any suggestion for the club and have a 
great Holiday Season. 

Roll Comets 

Bill Adams

Thanks to Bill Adams for providing new 
leadership.  I’m sure with his guidance the 
coming year will provide many great 
opportunities for our club. Thanks also to 
all of you who submitted articles to the 
newsletter. I could not produce these 
without your help. As Bill says, Let us 
know what you’re doing. A short note with 
a picture in an email or a postcard with a 
paragraph will encourage others to send 
theirs in. Please review your information in 
the membership roster. Let the secretary 
know if there are any errors so we can 
correct them. 

Rock and Roll   Tom 
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Dear Sirs, 
 Thanks for interest in my car. This is a 1965 Comet 289 auto 
(soon to be a 4 speed again) that was raced during the 1970's. 
It was stored in a barn for the past 5 yrs, till I found it and 
started driving it again. It has 64,000 miles and is all original to 
race, all original paint/interior/suspension. There is a Scatcat #1 
somewhere that I have been trying to locate. That was a 1964 
Comet with factory aluminum front-end (the reason my car has 
KEEP OFF on its fenders, although it is not aluminum). Both 
cars where raced as a team by THE COX BROS. [of] HIGH 
POINT, NC. Ray Cox is still alive and has seen my car since 
I’ve owned it and is a source of information for me. It ran C/gas 
at FARMINGTON DRAGWAY outside Winston-Salem, N.C. 
 Again, thanks for your interest and I will be joining your club 
very soon, 
 JEFF ESSICK   HIGH POINT, NC 
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Fresh Barn find !!! A 1965  C/Stock Drag Comet 

ScatCat 2:  rescued from local barn 
 

ScatCat 2 Ready to take them on!! 
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Nice Ride, Jeff! I hope you’ll be able to join us 
in Charlotte next spring for the AutoFair. I’m 
sure lots of folks would love to see this prize and 
talk to you about it. Ed. 

Webmaster Don Harding found info on this car in the Charlotte area 
and contacted the owner about the possibility of bringing it to the 
AutoFair in April 2008. He was also invited to join Comet East and 
I’m proud to say Jeff is now a member. Ed. 

This gentleman in Norway contacted Comet East by email for 
some technical advice. I think Don was able to give him some 
direction.  Nice Ride Ole! Ed 
I have got a 61 comet that was brought to norway by 
som norwegians that lived for a while in the US. Do 
you think I Can get the original lisens plate number 
that the car ran on in USA if I Give you the frame 
number of the car?    ole reidar skailand  
 

International Comet 
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Hi! My name’s Rob Leslie, and this is the story of my 
1965 Comet Cyclone.  
My father ordered this car in 1965 from K&B Motors in 
Willoughby, OH.  The dealership is no longer there. 
After break-in, Dad decided the 225 hp 289 wasn’t 
enough, so when a friend of his traded his 1964 with a 
Cobra Kit (high flow heads, dual point distributor, solid 
lifter cam & big carburetor) for a 4-4-2, he had the 
dealer remove the Cobra Kit, so Dad bought it from the 
dealer. Now it was time for fun. 
The Interstate highways were still being built; so the 
kids (my Dad included) would go out, move the barriers 
and race on the closed highways. The cops would look 
the other way since they weren’t on public roads and 
no danger to the general public. Among the car’s that 
got a good view of the taillights of my Dad’s Cyclone 
were: 1966 GTO, 1967 Chevelle SS 396, 1966 Fairlane 
390. The Legal races were at Thompson Dragway in 
Cleveland, OH with a best E.T. of 15.16 @ 98 mph. He 
had the three trophies with class winner to prove this. (I 
say HAD because he got tired of looking at them and 
threw them out - ARRRRGGHHH!!!). 
Along came the Air-Force...while awaiting transport to 
New Mexico for further training, he had a good friend 
drive the car to the barracks in Colorado where he was 
stationed. While in New Mexico, he and a few friends 
jumped in the car on weekend leaves and he would 
drop them off at their homes in Michigan, Tennessee & 
Ohio. 
Later he was sent to Viet Nam so he parked the car 
behind the garage, put it on jack stands, took the tires 
off, threw a cover on it and went off to war. Now the 
story of why the original engine blew. While my Dad 
was overseas, his stepfather, Paul, decided the car 
needed to be driven. So he got it roadworthy, took it to 
work and “While doing 25 MPH in a parking lot,” - His 
actual words - preceded to grenade the clutch, shatter 
the bellhousing, take a chunk out of the engine, put a 
dent in the steering column, slice the radiator and 
headers, among other things. So dad returned home to 
find his car, that never had a speck of dirt on it, sitting 
in a parking lot of a repair shop, alongside of a major 
road with a pothole filled with salt/snow/ice from the 
harsh Ohio winters. So EVERY car that would pass by 
would splash salt on the car. Paul bought Dad a new 
replacement 289 from Ford. He rebuilt it, and was back 
on the road. Hindsight being 20/20 he should've had 
him buy a HI-PO, but dad just wanted to get the car 
back on the road. 
After Nam came a wife, and soon after that my brother 
and I. We both were taken home from the hospital in 
the Comet. Having no money and starting a family, the 
car served as a daily driver for 10 years or so.  

After their divorce, the car sat covered in the garage until 
1984 when he restored it. He drove it on occasion for a 
few years - mostly on dates. 
Flash forward to 1994. Car had been sitting for about 3 
years. I came home from work one day and was asked if 
I wanted the car - I couldn’t say “YES” fast enough. He 
helped me put it back on the road. Since then, I have had 
it repainted, Added the A/FX fiberglass hood, rebuilt the 
engine, rechromed the bumpers, new carpet, had an 
extra AM radio modernized w/ CD changer in trunk. 
(Radio looks original, but has new guts) had the gauge 
cluster replated, seats recovered in original material, new 
leaf and coil springs, a set of Torq-Thrust D’s. Plus a 
whole bunch of other small things - I Love my Comet!!! 
 
Thanks for reading!   Rob Leslie 
     Chalfont, PA 
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Rob Leslie’s story about his car is pretty good and his car is pretty primo too. Ed 
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By Bob Mannel

This article appeared in the May- June 2004 issue of Fairlaner, Magazine of the Fairlane Club of America, 
and is reprinted here with permission of the author. Ed 

The demise of the Meteor had profound repercussions 
throughout Ford and Mercury. The decision to pull the 
Meteor from the 1964 lineup left Mercury without an 
intermediate as an upscale alternative to the Fairlane. This 
left a void big enough to ripple all the way through the 
1960s. Had it not been for Carroll Shelby putting a big 
demand on performance engines for his Cobra and racing 
projects, even the Fairlane might have been rocked by the 
waves.  John Onken was a Fairlane planner during this time. 
In a letter to me he stated, “My recollection is that we 
developed the high performance version of the 289 because 
we needed a lower cost ’hot’ engine to sell to Shelby for the 
Cobra. We had been selling him engines that were virtually 
hand-built by Engine Engineering, and we were losing a lot 
of money on every one. To get the cost down meant tooling 
for a reasonable production line volume and using it in our 
cars as well as selling some to Shelby.”  The production car 
for this engine was the Fairlane. None were installed in 1963 
Meteors. Dropping the Meteor for 1964 meant Mercury was 
out this hot engine—or come up with a new plan.  The 
Comet was that plan! Yes, Mercury still had the Comet, 
which was really modeled after the Falcon, but with a 
stretch behind the rear wheels to give more trunk space. For 
1964, the Comet was 13½" longer than the Falcon, but still 
on the same chassis! In fact, it was only 2" shorter than the 
Fairlane! This fact positioned the Comet to compete with the 
Fairlane and Falcon.  All that was now needed was a 
performance image, something none of the compacts were 
noted for. They were economical cars, with performance 
being the domain of the full-sized Ford.  If Mercury was 
going to make a dent in the intermediate field against the 
Fairlane, it needed a performance image to match the 
Fairlane’s, and without competition from the Falcon. So, for 
1964, the Falcon was held to a 260 2V as the top engine 
option, keeping the Falcon image away from performance. 
Even the Fairlane took a hit with the 289 4V being kept off 
the option list. Of course the Fairlane retained the fire-
breathing 289 High Performance from 1963, because Ford 
needed to sell “hot” engines to Shelby!  Mercury launched 
its campaign for performance domination by stuffing five 
brand-new ’64 Comets with ’63 Fairlane 289 High 
Performance engines and 3-speeds, courtesy of Andy Hotton 
of Dearborn Steel Tubing. Then in September 1963 these 
five Comets began the famous 100,000-Mile Daytona 
Durability Run. Over 100 worldwide records for speed and 
distance were broken in the 40 days and 40 nights it took to 
rack up 100,000 miles. This event was exploited for all it 
was worth and sales climbed. Of course, the Daytona 
package had to be offered to the public or it would all be 
seen as just a lot of hype. Mercury did so on special order, 
which included the high performance 289, heavy-duty, 
column shift 3-speed, transistorized ignition, 42-amp Ford 

alternators heavy-duty brakes, 1" sway bar, and 2.71:1 9" 
rear. Later in the year Mercury offered another high 
performance 289 package on special order, this time 
substituting in a 4-speed, 3.89:1 9" rear, and 27/32" sway bar.  
But, Mercury had no intentions of being a major supplier of 
Comets with high performance engines. In fact, you won’t find 
the option in its sales literature for 1964. Instead, a standard 
289 with a 4-V carburetor was pushed as the performance 
choice. Even the engine code of K was used, creating no end 
to the confusion with the Fairlane K-coded 289 High 
Performance engine. Ford coded the same regular-fueled 289 
4-V engine as D in the late-year Mustang, which is what the 
Comet code should have been all along. Mercury never coded 
the 289 High Performance when installed as a special order 
option. Standard serial numbers were used. Only on the build 
sheet would you find the engine option listed, in the notes area 
at the bottom! It worked! Mercury sold more ’64 Comets than 
it had sold ‘63 Comets and Meteors combined. At the same 
time, Ford saw a 90,000-unit reduction in combined 
Fairlane/Falcon sales for ‘64 in comparison to the year before. 
For 1965, Mercury improved its ratio of Comets sold in 
comparison to Fairlanes and Falcons combined, but quite 
honestly, the emphasis had now switched to the Mustang, and 
Ford was giving nothing away to Mercury in terms of the 
Mustang’s performance image.  In 1966, it was all over. 
Mercury left the compact field and competed head-to-head on 
the same chassis as the Fairlane. Ford still had the Falcon, but 
it could hardly be called a compact anymore. It shared the 
Fairlane chassis until just forward of the rear wheels where the 
rear was lopped off in favor of a shorter wheelbase and smaller 
trunk. It gave the illusion of a smaller car. The length was a 
foot shorter, but it was just as wide and tall as the Fairlane. 
When it came to the station wagons, Fairlanes, Falcons, and 
Comets were all the same—same chassis, length, width, and 
height. All that was different was the look and trim. And any 



 

 

 
 ����������������
����
���������������

Continued 

In 1964, Mercury had the go-ahead to promote the Comet 
as a performance car with the hopes of seeing a significant 
sales increase despite the demise of the Meteor. The 
Comet Durability Run was heavily used in advertising 
throughout the year.  Mercury also participated in the East 
African Safari road rally with five specially prepared 
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of them could house the 390/427 family of engines, although 
the Falcon was held to just a 289 4-V as its top engine option. 
Falcon would wait until late 1970 before it too became a full-
sized intermediate, only to be dropped by year’s end.  
In 1971, both the Fairlane and Falcon names would be gone 
from the American scene. It would be our good friends down-
under in Australia that would keep both names alive and well, 
even as they do today.  But, back in 1964, the Meteor’s 
departure was just beginning its ripple effect.  

 

Comets (and five more as spares). The rally was a rugged one 
with bad roads and collapsing bridges. The Comets’ success was 
limited to two of the five Comets completing the race, something 
only 21 cars out of the 94 cars entered managed to do. However, 
the 18th and 21st place finishes reduced the advertising value of 
the event. For 1965, Mercury sent three Aquamarine  (Ford 
called the color Tropical Turquoise) 1965 Comet Caliente 
hardtops on a 16,200 mile run from Cape Horn, South America, 
to Fairbanks, Alaska in 40 days and nights to prove the 
durability of the Comet.  With these promotions, Mercury hardly 
missed a beat in spite of the absence of the Meteor.  
 

For space considerations this graphic 
was further reduced. Ed 



 

 

Comet Wanted 
1963-64-65 2-door Hardtop 
Should be complete, rust and damage free 
good to excellent condition, safe driver or 
easy tow 
Prefer Black, Red, Dark or Medium Blue.  
Some Silver-Turquoise.  
No White bottoms or repaint color changes 
Will consider other original colors and partial 
cosmetic restoration 
Must be A/T, 6 or 8 cyl – no hot rods please 
Can be bench or bucket seat car 
 
Contact Art Mastrilli – Zanesville OH 
740-452-1703 
 

Classified Ad 
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Club member Mike Fasulo appeared on the 
national news in November. Two reporters at 
an exhibit at the Navy Memorial interviewed 
him. The exhibit involves canvas bunks used on 
troop ships transporting soldiers to Viet Nam. 
You can see the videos at these websites: 
www.cbs3springfield.com/news/local/11186141.html 
www.wusa9.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=64922 
Way to go Mike! 
 
Club member Dave Zizzo of Hartford, WI and 
his 1965 Cyclone appear in the Jan 2008 issue 
of Popular Hotrodding. Dave’s car is pretty 
sweet. Nice Job Dave! 
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Here are a couple of pix I have of Pete’s cars out in the country at a cranberry bog near 
Watertown, MA. These would have been taken about 4 months before Comet East’s first ever 
organizational meeting July 25-27, 2002 in Nashville, TN. Ed. 
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Brent Randall of Apalachin, NY sent these pix of his 64 Wagon with Dyno Don graphics.  

Rumor has it he took the car to Daytona for the Turkey Run. Great job Brent. Ed 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Moving? 
Remember to let the club 
secretary know if you 
change your address, 
phone number or email 
address. Also let us know 
if you get an email 
address. You may write 
the secretary at the 
address on the front 
page. You may also 
phone or email.  Letters, 
postcards and email are 
best, but the answering 
machine is (almost) 
always on. 
 
ed. 
 

413 Beech Grove Rd 
Shepherdsville, KY 40165 

New member Carlos Vera, of Colorado sent this Christmas card. Let 
me take this opportunity to join him in wishing all of you a safe and 
happy holiday season. Miss Pat and I will be thinking of our Comet 
family as we celebrate with our personal family.  We’ll all be hoping 
for a great 2008. 


