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 A Club for Mercury Comets 
and Cyclones from All Years 
and 61-63 US Made Meteors 

Man, What a show at Carlisle. A good
turnout and not so bad weather to boot.
Then the combined Edsel and Comet
clubs meet again in Oconomowoc, WI.
With 10 Comets (and a Falcon) and over
60 Edsels, I think I can safely say
everyone had a good time.

The next big thing is the All Ford Event at
Mason Dixon Dragway in Hagerstown,
MD. The Mid-Maryland Ford Club will
sponsor the show and drag racing Aug.
27, 2006. Comet East is sponsoring the
appearance of Jim Barillaro Current
owner and restorer of Jack Chrisman’s
65 A/FX and 66 flip top Drag cars.
Chrisman is credited with creating one of
the first “Funny Cars” with his Blown,
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Okay, I’ve got some pretty good stuff for
you this month. I’ve got pix from Carlisle
and Oconomowoc, articles and letters,
and more.

Many thanks to all of you who have
contributed items to the newsletter. I can’t
be everywhere and I don’t know
everything (in spite of what my kids
think). I depend on all of you to make this
an interesting publication. So if you see
or hear something that might be of
interest to others, send it in. You’ll make
my job that much easier.

I have trouble finding the time to devote
to all of my various projects. There are
the cars, 4 Comets and two Falcons that
all need work, plus the “Home” work like
maintenance and landscaping etc., plus

Injected, Nitro-Methane fueled 64 Comet.
This was one of only four factory-
sponsored A/FX Drag cars for that year.

BOD member Tom Church is coordinating
this show for Comet East. Contact him at
(540-582-5973) or via email at
(tom.church@advpneumatics.net). You
may also visit the Show website at
www.masondixondragway.com. Look for
the annual Ford event under the special
events page.  The summer show season
is winding down get your car out there
and…

Rock and Roll
Tom Wooley

the paying J-O-B (that really interferes
with my “playtime”).  I’m not complaining
mind you, I just wish I had a little more
time, or money, or energy, or something.
Then again, I suppose I’m blessed to have
these “problems”.

 I sent out a flier the other day (email and
snail mail for those without email) with info
on the Hagerstown show. Several of you
have invalid email accounts or your
messages were bounced for some reason.
Take a few minutes to drop me a note with
your current email address. It will help us
keep in touch with you if necessary.

Tom Wooley
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Wanted: 1965 Comet Station Wagon Taillight assemblies.

Phil Eatherton
12010 River Canyon Rd SE
Huntsville, AL 35803      (256) 882-1334

It is rumored that Phil is doing a Cometchero!
ed
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To the Editor:
 I would like to tell the members about NJ Antique Auto
Radio Conversions. Ron Panebianco converted my 65
Comet AM radio over to Am/FM Stereo. He completely
changed the insides and did a super job restoring the
outside. He fixed the cracked glass, and cleaned and
repainted the knobs. The radio came back looking like
brand new. It has tuner/fader dials that are hidden and
180 watts of oldies power! I am very happy with the
product and the job.
Bob Brummit
Nashville, TN
Thanks for the review Bob.
Members Ron and Linda Panebianco can be reached
at: (856) 728-1293 or (800) 743-7643 pin # 27
Email: panebiancosnj@verison.net
ed.

Hi Tom, I own a ’65 Comet Cyclone and it’s occupied my
garage since 1980. The car has undergone numerous
changes and upgrades in the past 26 years. Originally, the
car was red with a black interior and a four-speed car. It is
now black with a white interior and now an automatic. Since
the original tranny was in need of some major surgery, I
decided to go to automatic. Not to mention the old Hurst
shifter was dying of old age and the clutch was such
overkill, causing veins in my forehead to pop every time I
pushed in the pedal. So, going to automatic served two
purposes. Now the wife could drive it and I didn’t have to
stir the gears anymore.  Besides Dearborn loves to have
stop signs on every corner, which gives the clutch and
bearings a nice workout. After amassing around 30 trophies
at various shows, I decided to retire it from the show circuit.
One can only collect so many trophies.
I have enjoyed an on going friendship with fellow member
Pete (rock and roll) Girard. Pete is a super guy who just
loves comet’s, having a couple in his own stable. He has
been a great help to me over the years with his vast
knowledge of comets and familiarity of what goes where
and how it should look. He is a bend over backwards guy
and always finds time to take my calls.
The most recent newsletter was a “gem” thanks to Ronnie
Crawford’s tribute to the late, great Dyno Don Nicholson.
The article and photo’s were first class. Don will be sorely
missed. He was the “COMET KING” in my book.
Just as a suggestion, why not start a “classified” section in
the newsletter. It could consist of “comet parts for sale”,
“comet parts wanted”, “comet cars for sale”, “Ford/Mercury
memorabilia for sale”, etc. I’m sure the club treasury could
use some additional revenue by charging a token amount
for running an ad.  This is just a thought and something to
kick around.
Bob Gajewski
Dearborn, Michigan
Thanks for the story and kind words Bob. We do in fact
publish classified ads (free for members) when we get
them. It has been suggested that we accept paid ads from
vendors but I think there are enough of those to go around
in other magazines and newsletters.
ed.
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Hi Tom: I own a 1961 Comet 2Dr and I want to find a
new owner that will restore her beauty. She has a 6-
cylinder motor and runs great. It was replaced when I
first got her. She has been re-painted. We try to drive
her when we can in the summer and start her regularly
between times. I just don’t have the time or finances to
devote to her. I’d like to find someone to purchase her
and love her as much as I do.  I’d like to get something
over $3,200.
Molly Hasselbring
Minnetonka, MN
(952) 935- 4058 or hasslebringmolly@yahoo.com

Ms Hasslebring isn’t a club member but I thought
someone might like a nice 61. Looks good in the photo.
ed



 “ 1965 Comet Part For Sale”
 Chrome Plated Shock Absorber Upper Mounts $15.00 pr
 Chrome Plated Hood Hinge Assy’s With Springs $30.00 pr
 Passenger Side Fender (Solid!) Your Pick Up $65.00
 Windshield Upper Molding (Interior) $10.00
 Door Sill Plates (Pair) $35.00
 Stainless Back glass Moldings (4 Pcs.) $20.00
 Front Fender Extension Headlamp Doors (L& R Side) $30.00 pr
 Front Fender Extension Headlamp Door (Pass. Side) $15.00
 Headlamp Bezel Chromed (Pass. Side) $10.00
 Door Panel Cyclone, White, For Passenger Side $75.00
 Trim Panels Cyclone, White (Rear Pair) $25.00
 Speaker Grill, Dash $25.00
 Instrument Cluster Only (Less Chrome Bezel) $25.00
 Caliente Grill Center Ornament $10.00
 (2) Caliente Wheel Lip Moldings (Rear, Driver Side) $20.00ea
 Headlight Switch $10.00
 Parking Lamp Housing And Lens (Front Bumper) $10.00
 Caliente ¼ Panel Stainless Mldg (Goes Below ¼ Window) DS $15.00
 “V8” Front Fender Emblems (Pr.) $20.00pr
 “V8” Front Fender Emblem  (1) $10.00

 BUY EVERYTHING LISTED ABOVE FOR A NICE PACKAGE DEAL!!!

 *front fender f.o.b. your pick up          BOB@313-336-4762
 **shipping and handling” via fed ex or USPS CELL NO. 313-878-5775
 ***money back if not satisfied E MAIL: BOB@TURNPIKETREASURES.COM
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Steve Zortman’s 65

Earl Newton’s 64 Convertible

Bob Dennison’s 67 Cyclone Paul Massaro’s 63 Sportster Kenny Noland’s 64 Pro-Street

Mark Santee’s 63 Race Car Nice black 66 owner unknown 65 Convertible from Maryland
owner unknown
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A few photos of the cars in attendance
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What do Comet East members talk about
when they meet? Their cars, of course. That's what
happened in June as my friend, Buddy Stokes and I
traveled from South Carolina to the show in Carlisle.
We took the opportunity to make a side trip to
Sharpsburg, Maryland and visit the Antietam
Battlefield. Sharpsburg is also the home of Comet East
member, Mike Fasulo. I guess my 65 Caliente was
conspicuous as we drove through the streets of this
small historic town, making our way out to the
battlefield. Mike had spotted my Comet in town and
followed us to the battlefield visitor's center. I wondered
who that was behind me all the way and was surprised
when he drove up next to us. We talked and Mike
invited us to stop by his home after our tour.

��������������������� By Bill Adams

Mike has a house that he built himself and is
located on a beautiful out-of-the-way piece of land. Of
course, everything around Sharpsburg is pretty much out
of the way. The conversation quickly turned to cars. Mike
showed us the 65 Cyclone he is restoring. Just about the
only thing needed is new paint and he will be ready for the
shows. A recent purchase is a 1965 202 with a 200 ci 6
shooter. Everything appeared straight and there were no
serious rust problems. That should be a nice car when it's
finished.

Two of Mike's other cars include a 1965 Ranchero
with only 96,000 original miles. It has a 289, 4/spd. Also,
he has a 1963 Ford step-side pickup. What a sleeper!
Mike took out the original 223, 3 on the tree and replaced
it with a 1996 Mustang, Cobra 4.6L cam motor with the
Mustang 5/spd. Mike describes the pickup in a very few
words: "Man, does it fly". My guess is that he has
surprised more that a few cocky teenagers at the
stoplights around Sharpsburg.

Thanks to Mike for a very interesting visit.

Sweet rides there Mike. Thanks for the story Bill.
ed



Chet Dlugolecki - 65 Caliente
Best Modified, Best Paint

Ron Abernathy’s 65 Caliente
Convertible - 3rd place stock

Pete’s 65 Cyclone: Best Stock
Pete also wins for farthest traveled.

Skip Skibba – 65 Cyclone
 Danny Peifer “Eyecatcher” Award

New members Lee & Cheryl Damrow – 64 Station Wagon 2nd place Stock.
64 Cyclone -  Best Interior, 2nd place Modified

New member Bruce Brune’s 65Check out Dave’s custom gauge
mount. Cool setup.

Dave Zizzo’s 65: Best Engine,
Peoples Choice, Mike Everett
Owners Choice

An Edsel Wagon just for fun.This guy had bought this 65 just a week before and was out cruising when he
saw the show. Check out the ghost flames and graphics.

International Edsel Club and Comet East joint meet
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin July 22, 2006



413 Beech Grove Rd
Shepherdsville, KY 40165

Moving?
Remember to let the club
secretary know if you
change your address, phone
number or email address.
Also let us know if you get
an email address. You may
write the secretary at the
address on the front page.
You may also phone or
email.  Letters, postcards
and email are best, but the
answering machine is
(almost) always on.

ed.

Contact the club secretary to
purchase the following items:

Color print T-shirts available in
M, L, XL $18 + s&h

Pen & Ink Drawing T-shirt
available in L, XL, XXL
(This is a licensed reprint of the
drawing by Ian Jones)
$15 + s&h

Dash Plaques $1ea or 2/$1.50
(from the 2005 Comet East
Annual Meeting and show in
Bowling Green, KY)

We have these items here. For
other club gear visit the website
or call the secretary to find out
how to order. These and other
Club SWAG will be available at
club events while supplies last


