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 A Club for Mercury Comets 
and Cyclones from All Years 
and 61-63 US Made Meteors 

Man!  Time just seems to slip by so 
quickly. I haven’t found time to any of the 
things I wanted to do to my cars this 
winter. It’s the middle of April already and 
we’re getting back from Charlotte. Man 
what a great show. You gotta try to make 
one of these. The swap meet is 
humongous. The show cars are fantastic. 

Don’t forget the All-Ford Nationals in 
Carlisle, PA June 2-4,2007. Be sure to 
name Comet East as your car club when 
you register. I hope to see many of our 
friends there. We always have a great 
time at Carlisle. 

This year we’re having our annual 
meeting at Dearborn in July while helping 
our automotive older cousins celebrate 
their “Golden Anniversary”. We’re excited 
that they’d invite us to attend their annual 
meet. You will need to register with the 
Edsel club. Registration deadline is June 
16, 2007. Bob Gajewski (club coordinator 
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�Changing hats now to say a word or two 
about the newsletter and its importance 
to the club.  

First, thank you to everyone that 
compliments me on the issues I manage 
to get out. I appreciate your kindness.  
Next I want to say that I work to improve 
the newsletter with every issue. I hope 
I’m succeeding. Lastly, I want to hear 
from you all about what you like to read, 
what you like to see picture-wise, and 
what I can do to make the newsletter 
better. Call or write with your 
suggestions. I’ll be glad to help if I can. 

Another important service to members is 

  
for this event) has more info and info is on 
the website. Forms are included here. 
Contact Bob at (313) 336-4762.  

We will have email nominating and voting 
for this year’s elections to help increase 
participation in club activities/ leadership. 
More details can be found inside. 

In August, the place to be will be 
Hagerstown, MD. The Mid-Maryland Ford 
Club will sponsor a show and drag racing 
Aug. 27, 2006. Contact BOD member Tom 
Church for more info. 

Pete Girard is getting some Comets 
together at a show in Owl’s Head, Maine 
July 7-8 this summer. It is at a 
transportation museum there. Should be 
really neat. 

There’s still lots to do. Lets…. 

Rock and Roll 
Tom

the website. Webmaster Don Harding is 
working on that as we speak. He needs to 
know if you have any suggestions for 
improvements or features he can 
incorporate into the design. Call Don or 
send him an email with your ideas. Let him 
know how the website can help you.  

This is your club and we want to fulfill your 
needs and desires. We can only do so if 
you let us know what you want.  

One other note; several members chat a 
couple nights a week using computers and 
a service called Pal-Talk. It’s like a big 
conference call. Instructions are inside. 

Tom
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 www.cometeastcarclub.org 
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 Don Harding 
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 Secretary - Pat Wooley 
 413 Beech Grove Rd 
 Shepherdsville, KY 40165 
 502-543-8493 
 mamahurley@alltel.net 
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 Danny Mansfield 
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PalTalk Member Chat 
By Dick Harrington

 
Come Join us on PalTalk.  Twice a week, Wednesday & 
Saturday @ 9:00 PM Eastern Time, a few members of 
Comet East get together to chat about Comet related 
things.  PalTalk is a site on the internet that is basically a 
conference call.  We all sign on and talk and listen to 
each other.  Lots of fun! 
 
How do you Join us? 
You obviously need a computer with an internet 
connection.  You also will need a microphone and 
speakers (or a headset with a mike) so you can talk and 
listen.  
You will need to sign up for Paltalk.  Heres how: 

1. go to: http://www.paltalk.com/  Click on 
Download for Free 

 
2. Click on Download now 

 

 
 

 
3. Click on Save 
 
 
 

4. You will then be asked to choose where you 
want to save it to on your hardrive, selecting 
Save again will work just fine. 

 
5. You should now find a an 

Icon on your Desktop that 
looks like this 

 
 

6. Now select Run to Install on your computer. 
 

 
 

7. Select “I agree ………” and then select Next 
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8. Select “Standard” and then select Next 
 

 
 
 

9. Fill in requested information and then Submit. 
 

 
 
10. This will log you in to 

Paltalk and also place a 
new Icon on your screen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

11. to Join us 
Wednesday or 
Saturday at 9:00 
PM, log on to 
Paltalk, when you 
have logged on, 
click on Chat 
Rooms, and then 
enter in Search for 
Room box: Comet 
Car Club . 

 
 
 

 
 
 
12. Finally, you will need to enter in the password, 

because the room is locked. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have problems email: rharringto2@stny.rr.com 
or cometeast@alltel.net and we’ll try to help 

Comet 

PalTalk Member Chat 
Contd.
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“CALLING ALL COMETS AND METEORS” 
  
  
Well, here we are right smack 

dab in the middle of March. Just three more days an d we 
will be looking right down the mouth of the first d ay of 
spring. I don’t know about you, but it just can’t c ome soon 
enough! Over here in Motown, we didn’t do so bad. M ost 
of our snowfalls were relatively light, being in th e 2-4” inch 
range. Had a few periods of single digit temps, but  for the 
most part, we slid by in pretty good shape.  In fac t I still 
have half a tank of gas left in the blower. And tha t is from 
my initial fill-up back in November. So overall, I can’t 
complain about our winter here. Just glad to see it  coming 
to an end.  The ol’ lawn mower looks pretty good to  me 
right about now. In a couple of weeks, it will be t ime to lay 
down the first application of some good old “weed a nd 
feed” and watch the lawn wake up. And with the dawn ing 
and yawning of the spring season, my thoughts turn to the 
upcoming car and cruising season. 
  
This year, Comet East in conjunction with The Edsel  Club 
will be having one big blow out car show on July 28 th in 
Dearborn, Michigan. This will take place at the Dou ble Tree 
hotel located at Greenfield Rd and Ford Rd.  This e vent 
will actually kick off on July 25 th, Weds., and run thru July 
28th Saturday. Now this looks to me like prime time for  
sunny skies and no alibis. Let’s hope that Mother N ature 
cooperates. From the Comet East of things, we will be 
having a “judged” car show on Saturday, the 28 th.  Yours 
truly has accepted the title of “Car Show Coordinat or”. 
The bad new is I have never had the experience of 
spearheading a car show. The good news is I have 
accepted the responsibility head on and will make i t 
happen. But with a little help from my friends, The  Motor 
City Mad Man will blow all bearings to make each an d 
every one of our guests at home in Dearborn, Michig an. 
  
I consider this quite an honor. Pete Gerard and Tom  
Wooley have designated me “the flagman” for this ev ent. 
Now for some additional news. Also that day, us loc als are 
having our infamous “Telegraph Road Cruise” going o n 
also. Telegraph Road, years ago, was “thee” main 
blacktop venue for cruising the drive-ins and some very 
heavy-duty stop light action back in the 60’s. We s tarted 
this about three years ago. The Telegraph Road crui se 
kicks off around 9:00 a.m. and goes until the law c hases 
us out, which is probably around 11:00 p.m.  We don ’t give 
up easy!!  So, this gives all Comet and Meteor owne rs an 
added bonus to dive in and cruise Telegraph with al l the 
other street rods, street machines, factory stocker s and 
wacko’s from the Motor City. Telegraph is only abou t three 
miles west of the Double Tree Hotel location of For d Road 
and Greenfield. So after the show, you can go on an d get 
in a kick ass cruise and check out some of Motor Ci ty’s 
finest cruisin’ along side of you!!  Man, you cats are in for 
a double header that day!! So even if you are here from 
out of state, you don’t have to worry about getting  lost 

because Telegraph Rd. is only is only a scant three  miles 
from the hotel. 
  
I will unfortunately being pulling double duty that  day. My 
other car club, “The Kontinentals” Doo-Wop Cruisers  will 
be hosting a “cruise in” site at the American Legio n Post 
on Telegraph Road that day too. So, since I am on t he 
board of directors for this club, I have to swing b y and 
make an appearance there from time to time. But no big 
deal. I accepted the car show coordinator for Comet  East 
before I knew about the Telegraph Road cruise date which 
coincides with ours. So I gotta pull double time th at day. 
 But, “when the going gets tuff, the tuff get’s goi ng”.  
There will also be plenty of other sites to take in  from 
Wednesday to Saturday. We will be located very, ver y 
close to Ford World Headquarters, The Ford Rouge 
manufacturing complex, The Henry Ford mansion estat e, 
The Henry Ford Museum (a must see!) which is a part  of 
the famous Greenfield Village (renamed “THE HENRY 
FORD”). Visiting this will take all day since it co nsists of 
many, many vintage buildings that Henry Ford transp orted 
over to build this world-renowned tourist site and city 
within a city. The museum houses many, many vintage  
cars, a vintage 1940’s diner, a Texaco Gas Station,  A 
vintage 1950’s McDonalds Drive In, concept cars, wo odies 
and even some vintage Chryslers and G.M. vehicles. A 
sight to behold all nestled within the Ford Motor C ompany 
Engineering Complex. Oh, you can also visit and enj oy 
fine dining at the famous “DEARBORN INN” which is 
located across from the Ford Test Track, which at o ne 
time was the Ford Airport in the 1930’s, where the famous 
Ford Tri Motors Airplanes were housed. And for the ladies, 
you will only be a scant two miles from the Fairlan e 
Shopping Mall, which requires a compass to navigate !!  
Don’t forget to bring some cubic dollars too. 
  
So much to do and see here in the “Motor City Capit al”. 
And, only 2-3 miles from your lodging at the Double  Tree!! 
All I can say is if you miss this one, you got a ho le in your 
soul. Be there or be square!! Bring your cameras cu z they 
will be working overtime if you decide to come in a round 
Wednesday and make a long weekend of it. So, that’s  the 
skinny on what’s going down for the “BIG SHEW” in 
Dearborn, Michigan.  Also, I will try to muster up as many 
of the “locals” as I can with their vintage Comets also. 
Perhaps we may get treated to some A/FX, B/FX or ev en a 
never seen before C/FX Cyclone.  
  
Well, boys and girls gotta run. The hour grows late  as I 
write this very “short “ piece. More to come in fut ure 
issues. Any question regarding the car show, my num ber 
is 313-336-4762.  So break out your maps and polish  the 
wheel caps. Until then, keep the shiny side up and the 
dirty side down!! 
  
Bob Gajewski, Comet East Show Coordinator
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Edsel 50 th 
General Schedule and Info: 

 
There will be registration hours starting Wed afternoon 7/25  

Thursday at 8:00 AM the group tours will leave the hotel.  Coach buses will 
take half of the participants to The Edsel and Eleanor Ford House for a private 
guided tour of the beautiful restored and maintained home of our namesake. Even if you have gone 
before it’s worth another look as many areas as well as artwork are newly displayed.  The other half 
will take coaches to the Walter P. Chrysler Museum.  This is a treasure trove of auto history and 
contains many classic autos as well as interactive exhibits.  At lunchtime the groups will switch places 
and will be served a box lunch during the transition.  The fee will cover the coaches, admissions as 
well as lunch. Space is limited so please sign up early 

Thursday evening the clubs will hold board meetings 
On Friday at 6:30 AM transportation will leave for the golf outing.  This annual event will be 

held at The Dearborn Hills Golf Club.  Located only a couple of miles from the hotel: Green fees and 
transportation will be $35.00.  Space will be limited. 

On Friday and Saturday from 9-5 a 15 passenger shuttle will be provided free of additional 
charges to the Fairlane Shopping Mall as well as to The Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village.  
Admission charges will apply to The Henry Ford Attractions.  

Valve Cover Races will take place Friday 11:30 AM  
The tye dye activity will be held at 1:00 on Friday. While primarily for kids and teens all are 

welcome and “expert” assistance will be provided. (Bring something white to dye and old clothes to 
work in) 

Club general business meetings will be held Friday afternoon. 
The Golden Anniversary Presentation will take place on Friday evening.  Dinner, guest 

speaker(s) and a special screening of The Edsel Show are on tap but not necessarily in that order. 
Saturday at 8:00 AM the Edsels and Comets will depart the hotel as we have been invited to 

take place in the opening parade for the Telegraph Road Cruize! This annual event is grow in 
popularity and is second only to the Dream Cruise in its size and attendance.  The starting line is only 
about two miles from the hotel and will last about another two after that.  Will then circle back to the 
hotel. 

Saturday, 11:00 AM a memorabilia auction will take place followed by a parts auction.  10% of 
sale price will be donated to the event or you may choose to donate it all. 

There will be DJ entertainment in the lot on Saturday afternoon and evening. 
There will be various presentations and seminars presented throughout the event. 
A more complete schedule will be given at registration and the day’s activities will be posted.  

A copy of the rules, regulations and suggestions will be sent out will your confirmation. Space is 
limited to some of these events so please sign up early so you don’t miss out. 

Any and all profits from this meet will be presented to Heartland Hospice. 
 
 

Visit us at www.edsel50.com 
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50Th Anniversary of the Introduction of the Edsel 
July 23rd –28th, 2007 Dearborn, Michigan 
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Name ___________________________________________ Number in party_____________ 

Address _________________________________________ Arrival date _________________ 

City___________________________________ State _________ Zip ____________________ 

Phone Number ________________________ Children ages ___________________________ 

Names you want on your name tags ______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
I will bring _______ Edsel(s)   Year ____________ Series _______________Model___________ 
I will bring _______ Comet(s)  Year____________ Series_______________ Model___________ 
Registration Fee is $30.00. Each Additional Car is $10.00 the fee allows you & your family the 
benefits of the rally. You must be registered in order to receive the special hotel rate and to 
participate in any event/function offered at the rally. 

***There will be no judging of Edsels at this rally*** 
Registration forms postmarked after Saturday, June 16, 2007 and registrations during the rally will be 
$35.00. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  EDSEL50 and mail to Paula Hardison 2541 Colony Ave; 
Lindenhurst, IL. 60046 
1) Base Registration fee   ($35.00 after June 16)   @ $30.00 $______________  

(Add $10.00 for each additional car) 
2) Tour to Walter P. Chrysler Museum and Edsel and Eleanor Ford House  

(Thurs. 7/26 Space will be limited to first 220 People!!): 
 On Motor Coach & w/Box Lunch  How many____ @ $30.00 $______________ 
3) Golf Outing     How many____ @ $35.00 $______________ 
4) Adults Attending Anniversary Party (Fri. evening 7/27) 
Number of each:  Grilled Salmon ___ Roast Beef au Jus _____ Chicken Marsala ____ 
         @ $30.00 $_______________ 
5) Children Attending Anniversary Party: (Age 12 & Under)  

Chicken Tenders Meal  How many ____ @ $11.00 $_______________ 
����������	�	�	��� �
*** Valve Cover Races will take place Friday @11:30 AM. 
*** Friday 1:00 Pm, Kids and Teens Tye Dye Activity, Bring something white to dye and old clothes to 
work in!      How Many? ______     
*** Saturday 8:00 AM, Edsels and Comets are invited to take place in the opening parade for the 
Telegraph Road Cruize!  
*** Friday and Saturday a shuttle will be provided to the Fairlane Mall and Shopping Center as well as 
to The Henry Ford from 9-5. 
***Space will be limited to most events so register early!!!!!!!!!!! 
***Any and all profits realized from this event will be donated to Heartland Hospice! 
“People attending this event do so voluntarily and agree and assume the risk of any and all damages 
to themselves, others and their property and agree to release all liability from the IEC, Officers of the 
IEC and Host Committee. All registrations must be signed to be accepted and processed. 
 
Sign__________________________________________ Date: ___________     
   May 2, 2007 



 
�

�
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Mail to DOUBLE TREE HOTEL DEARBORN, 5801 Southfield Expressway, Detroit, Mi. 48228 
Call (313) 336-3340 to place a reservation. 
Room rates are $95.00 / night based on double occupancy. Be sure to mention you are with the 
International Edsel Club for the $95.00 / night rate. 
Cut off date is June 16, 2007.  You can cancel up to 24 hours prior to arriving for full refund.    
 

�$%&'��������"��������
��$�	
��$��$%&�� � ����������� (�$�
����))))))))))))))�

Guest Name______________________________________________ Arrival Time _____________ 

�

����)))))))))))))))))))))))))*�+���%���
����)))) )))))))�

City ____________________________State ___________ Zip___________ 

�
�
���%����)))))))))))��
%$���)))))))))))����$
��� )))))))))))�

No of Rooms________________ Single _____ Doubles_____________ Handicap __________ 

Credit card name _______________ Number ____________________ Expiration date ______ 
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Adult T-shirts: sizes: Small, Medium, Large & XL  $10.00 each 
  ________@ $10 each  Size______  $____________ 
 ________@ $10 each  Size______  $____________ 
 

Adult T-shirts: sizes:  XXL and XXXL $12.00 each 
   ________@ $12 each  Size______  $____________ 

       ________@ $12 each  Size______   $____________ 
 

Children T-shirts:  Small, Medium, Large for children  $8.00 each 
(PREORDERS ONLY by June 16th) 

     ________@ $ 8 each  Size______    $____________ 
      ________@ $ 8 each  Size______    $____________ 

  
Crew Neck Sweat Shirt screen printed Gold on Black, 

smaller on left chest w/ Green and White Edsel “E” $15.00 ea. 
    ________@ $ 15 each  Size______    $____________ 
     ________@ $ 15 each  Size______    $____________ 

  

Quality Embroidered Gold on Black Sport Shirt 

Logo will appear on the left chest of the shirt.  
(Preorders only by June 16th) 

Adult sport shirts: sizes Small, Medium, Large, XL, XXL and XXXL   $25.00 each  
    ________@ $ 25 each  Size______   $____________ 
     ________@ $ 25 each  Size______   $____________ 
 

Embroidered low rise cap, gold on black $15.00 each 
(PREORDERS ONLY by June 16th) 

   _______ @ $15.00 each      $________ 
� � � � � � � � � �
��$�� � � 6)))))))) �
�

���.3���7�&$���
�	*�	!01�
 Send to:  Paula Hardison 
   2541 Colony Avenue 
   Lindenhurst, IL. 60046       May 2, 2007 
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Tom, 
My 65 Comet has been in restoration 
since the first meet in 2002 at Nashville. 
It’s been a long story.  
The first shop wouldn’t finish it after 
keeping the car for 9 months. They 
stripped the car, left it outside, then 
called and told me to pick it up. They 
weren’t interested in completing the job 
despite my regular visits to encourage 
them. 
The next guy has had the car for three 
years. He has done a fabulous job 
undoing previous inferior work. A rear 
clip from a donor car was used to replace 
rusted sheet metal and shoddy work 
done in the past. I’ve got a shop 
balancing and assembling a 408 stroker 
motor but it is taking a bit longer than I 
had hoped. My body shop guy doesn’t 
want to put the fenders on until the drive 
train is in for fear of scuffing the new 
paint. 
I’ve designed the car to look like a 60s 
drag racer that’s been in storage for the 
last 40years. It has a single hoop roll bar 
over the driver’s seat and a restored 
interior. Five years has been a long time 
to wait. I’ve tried to document the 
progress with photos that I’ll share when 
the project gets done. 

Ray Mecca
 

Here is a photo of Ray’s car at the first Comet 
Gathering in Nashville.  July 2002. ed 

Letters to the Editor 

“CALLING ALL COMETS 
STAND UP AND BE COUNTED” 

  
Well Comet clan, July 28th will be here before you know it. 
We are already halfway down the stretch with April. And the 
Comet – Edsel show is going to be the big “dog and pony” 
show here in Dearborn, Michigan. This will take place on 
Saturday, July 28th.  
If you plan on coming down and attending I need to hear from 
you. And the sooner the better!  I can be reached at 313-336-
4762 or on my cell line at 313-878-5775. Ya need to call me 
so we can get a fix on how many will be participating in the 
show from the Comet East club. So don’t wait until the last 
minute because we are talking some serious awards here 
and I need enough time to get my “volunteer” ducks in a row.  
I got some of the local “motor city” boys comin’ down to duke 
it out with the east coast gang, not to mention more amigo’s 
comin’ in from Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, etc.  So gimme some 
numbers so we can have a good evenly matched “rumble”. 
We also would like to see some “chick-lettes” motor in with 
their Comets too. 
  
So write those phone numbers on the wall ya’ll. Operators 
will be standing by to take your calls!! 
  
Keep the wheels turnin’!!!   

Bob Gajewski,
“the motor city maniac”/car show coordinator

 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
 
Elections will be held at the annual meeting in Dea rborn. 
Nominations for officers and one BOD position are o pen. 
You may nominate yourself if you wish to hold an of fice. 
If you wish to nominate someone else, please seek h is or 
her approval and assurance that they will be able a nd 
willing to serve. Mail nominations to the secretary  by 
May 12, 2007 or you may email nominations to: 
nominations@cometeastcarclub.org .  
Election ballots will be mailed out by the end of M ay. 
Email balloting will be allowed. The email address will be 
announced in the newsletter and on the ballots. And  of 
course you may vote in person at the annual meeting  
Friday July 27, 2007in Dearborn.  
Questions about nominations and elections may be 
addressed to the secretary or to the president. 
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Dick Harrington Speaks with LMS President Humpy Wheeler and shows off the 
“Big Honkin’ Trophy” he and Linda won for the “Best Car Restored By Owner” 

FoodLion AutoFair at Lowes Motor Speedway 
April 14-15, 2007 

Charlotte, NC 

 

Steve Honnell -1970 Super Cyclone Spoiler II 
1st Place & Owners Choice 

Danny Mansfield 1965 HI-PO Cyclone 
2nd Place 

Kenny Noland 1964 Pro Street 
Best Paint 

Roy Cheney 1964 Comet Caliente - 3rd Place Terry & Patty Zimmermann - 1965 Caliente 
 Best Interior & Best Modified 

Jerry & Marilee Phelps  
1963 Comet S22 -  Peoples Choice 

Don Harding  - 1965 Comet 404 Sedan – Best Daily Driver 

Tim DeWeese 1965 Comet Wagon 
Diamond in the Rough 
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This scan of an ad from a 1964 issue of Hot Rod Magazine proves that 271 HP HI-PO motors 
were available from Mercury in the 1965 Cyclones. ed 
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Moving? 
Remember to let the club 
secretary know if you 
change your address, phone 
number or email address. 
Also let us know if you get 
an email address. You may 
write the secretary at the 
address on the front page. 
You may also phone or 
email.  Letters, postcards 
and email are best, but the 
answering machine is 
(almost) always on. 
 
ed. 
 

Attending: Tom Wooley, Bill Adams, Pat 
Wooley, Tom Church, and Karl Jacobs. 
Absent : Selma Fifer, Dan Mansfield 
Guests:  Pete Girard, Don Harding, and 
Bart Whatley 
The meeting was called to order at 3:45 
pm. Bill Adams began with a discussion 
of club membership and retention. He 
had noted a of slow growth where the 
club had gained 30-40 members over 
each of the last couple of years while the 
same time showed a loss of 20-30 
members. Several suggestions were 
made including: 1) ask people why they 
aren’t renewing; 2) provide SASE; 3) 
increasing “presence” and participation 
at local/regional shows/events. 
President Tom Wooley requested BOD 
approval to seek incorporation of the club 
and designation as a non-profit 
organization. Approval was granted and 
Tom will advance that agenda in the near 
future. 
Don Harding, club Webmaster, reported 
that he was in the process of making 
major improvements in the website. He 
also stated that the “dot net” domain was 
available for a reasonable fee and 
suggested that we acquire the rights to it. 
The “dot com” domain was also available 
but the licensee was asking an exorbitant 
fee for that domain. Don was given the 
OK to seek the “dot net” domain and the 

board decided to wait until the “dot 
com” domain came on the open 
market later. Don also asked the 
BOD to solicit suggestions for 
improving the website and service 
available through that venue. 
Immediate suggestions included: 
creating a members only area, and 
administering nominations and 
elections through the website. 
Other Business discussed: 

1) Use of Comet East’s debit 
card 

2) Elections for officers and 
BOD members and BOD 
member rotation 

3) Charging a fee to non-
members to participate in 
shows 

4) It was announced that the 
Mid Maryland Ford Club 
will have a class for 
Comets at their show in 
Hagerstown, MD. Pete also 
announced a $500 prize for 
any member who could 
beat Bart Whatley at the 
drag races there. Bart had 
a 12 second et there last 
year. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:25 pm 
Respectfully submitted,  

Pat Wooley Secretary

BOD Meeting Minutes 4/13/07 

413 Beech Grove Rd 
Shepherdsville, KY 40165 


