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Thanksgiving is over and Christmas is
fast approaching. The New Year will be
here before we know what happened.
Lets take a few minutes to think about
what we have to be thankful for. Many of
us are blessed in so many ways.

One of the blessings we enjoy is the
ability to share our passion for these

automobiles with our families and friends.

We can exhibit our cars and spend time
with others who share our enthusiasm for
Comets and Cyclones.

2007 will bring many more opportunities
to share our passions. The first will again
be the AutoFair in April at Charlotte’s
Lowes Motor speedway. Then of course

Carlisle’s All-Ford event happens in June.

July will find Comets in Dearborn helping
the IEC celebrate the 50" anniversary of
the introduction of the Edsel. And in
August, the place to be will be
Hagerstown, MD. Many folks had a great

Wheeewww! I've finally made it through
another year's worth of newsletters. You
know, | struggle with every issue. It
eventually comes together but | wrestle
with almost every word. | want to thank
everyone who sent in an article or story
or story idea this year. | could not
produce anything without you all.

Please keep sending in your pictures,
stories ideas and articles. | need all the
help | can get. Members tell me that they
want to see photos of other member’s
cars along with a short bit about the
owner and his/her car.

time there in 2006 and we hope for a
repeat performance in 2007.

Other events are likely between these few.
Watch the newsletter or website for details
of these and other upcoming events. |
hope to meet many of you next year that
have been absent from previous Comet
East events. We usually have a pretty
good time when we get together.

Dearborn and July will also mark the site
of our annual business meeting and
election of officers. The Jan-Feb issue of
the newsletter will have more info about
the nomination and election processes.
Watch for that issue and think about being
a club officer or nominating someone who
wants to be one.

There’s lots to do. Lets....

Rock and Roll

Tom

This issue has a couple of unique reprints
of Comet Ads from he 60s and reports
from the Secretary and Treasurer. Also as
this is the year-end issue, we’'ll include the
roster of members with your newsletter.

Webmaster Don Harding tells me he has
plans for a website makeover in 2007 that
will just knock you out. Please contact him
directly if you have suggestions or ideas
for things you would like to see on the club
site.

Rock and Roll Tom
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Few people are aware Lincoln Mercury
Division was working on an Aero Warrior to
counter the Dodge Daytona and the
Plymouth Superbird winged cars of
NASCAR in 1970. Ford and Mercury had
responded to the Mopar 426 Hemi with the
429 Boss in the Mercury Cyclone Spoiler Il
and Ford Torino Talladega in 1969. The next
round in the NASCAR wars was to be
unleashed as the Ford King Cobra and a
new Mercury Cyclone Spoiler Il. Both with
sharp noses like that of the Dodge and
Plymouth winged warriors. Both powered by
the Boss 429.

But because of high development and
production cost, pressure from Congress in
the late 1960's on the “Big Three” that racing
was bad for the environment an the country
as a whole, and the firing of Bunkie Knudsen
by Henry Ford Il the project was scrapped
before production started.

Only two prototypes of the new Mercury
Cyclone Spoiler Il were built. One had a split
grill the other with an open grill. Both were
thought destroyed until one showed up at the
Ford Motor Company’s 100" birthday
celebration. Here are photos of the prototypes
at the Mercury Design Studio, and at the Ford
Birthday celebration.

Submitted by Don Harding




omet “Hayden Proffitt and Jim Head and his Del Rays”

The tracks on this priceless LP are:
COMET CYCLONE

DEL-RAY ROCK

LET IT BE ME

WEST L.A.

WALK AWAY

DEBI DEBI

THEY CALL ME MISTER LONELY
DARLENA

HAREM BELLS

10. ANN

11. GIRLS GIRLS

12. DRUMS ARE MY NAME

© ©® N o 00~ w DN PE

Submitted by Don Harding

Back in 1965 Hot Rod / Surf LP Records were HOT.
Hayden Proffitt tried to cash in on this trend by starting his
own record label. Hayden Proffitt presents Jim Head and
His Del Rays, is a super RARE hot rod/surf LP is from
1965.

To my knowledge, only around 600 of these LP's were
pressed back in 1965. The cover picture is of Hayden
Proffitt with Jim Head and his Del Rays around Proffitt's
famous 1965 Mercury Comet Cyclone drag car. The photo
was taken at the famous Lions Drag Strip in Long Beach,
California. This famous drag strip went defunct in 1972
because of development around the track.
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Comet Drag Team,
front view.

(out of consideration for L to R “Farmer” Arnie Beswick,

; ; Don Nicholson and Hayden
competitors who will bgecome very Profitt In & Victory pose
familiar with the rear view)

The three humans in the picture are "Farmer" Arnie
Beswick, Don Nicholson and Hayden Proffitt. Maybe
you've seen them walil at a strip near you.

The three beasts in the picture are

1965 Comet Cyclones, very specially equipped for,
drag racing. They're 427 CID SOHC-powerebteay
more precise. And the gents mentioned above
have plans for them. Their plans include traisk rec
and winners' cash at strips all around the country.
Why Comets?

Because these guys like to win.
You'll be a winner too, when you see
the Comets at your Mercury dealer's.
There are eleven kinds of street Comets. Alhd they a
look fine not just from the rear, but fromt éwedron
side, as well. We designed 'em that way.

—Mercecey Comet

The World's 100,000 Mile Durability Champion

THIS REPRINT PHOTO FEATURES THE "THREE KINGS OF COMETS": NICHOLSON, BESWICK AND
PROFITT. EACH RACING THE INFAMOUS "427 SOHC CYCLONES. THE SAME YEAR THAT THE
BEACH BOYS HAD THEIR BIG HIT OF "HELP ME RHONDA" (submitted by Bob Gajew:
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THE YEAR WAS 1964 AND THE COMETS POUNDED OUT 100,000 MILES NON-STOP WITH AN
AVERAGE SPEED OF 105 M.P.H DURING THEIR FAMOUS DURABILITY RUN. AN AWESOME
FEAT EVEN BY TODAYS STANDARDS!! (submitted by Bob Gajewski)

100,000 MILES AT OVER 105 MPH!

Comet Durability Run:
toughest challenge of
automotive stamina
On Sept. 21, at Daytona International Speedway, we set out to test

eve r face d ! the stamina of a specially equipped and prepared team of '64

Comets. Their solid strength and rugged construction went on public
trial.

Each of these Comets ran day and night, good weather and bad, for During this event, these Comets rewrote the record book, set over

100,000 miles. The average speed of all Comets-over 105 mph- 100 world records*. Many of them were once held by famous

includes all pit stop time for refueling and maintenance. foreign cars. Now Comet has brought these marks to America.
WHAT THIS MEANS TO THE NEW-CAR BUYER. possible is yours in every '64 Comet. For this is a hefty,
This around-the-clock Durability Run was the most robust new kind of Comet-newly styled, newly designed
rugged test ever faced by a new car. And the same and newly engineered. Try one-at your Mercury dealer's

engineering excellence that made this performance now.




Moving?
Remember to let the club
secretary know if you
change your address,
phone number or email
address. Also let us know
if you get an email
address. You may write
the secretary at the
address on the front
page. You may also
phone or email. Letters,
postcards and email are
best, but the answering
machine is (almost)
always on.

ed.

Secretary’s Report

Membership Currently stands at 148.
Renewals have been slow at times
but they have trickled in. Recruitment
has been just ahead of drop outs.
We added 38 new members in 2006
but lost about 30 members who did
not renew their membership.

There are 5 Canadian members.
Four are in Ontario and one is in
Manitoba.

The top 5 states in membership are:

Virginia 18
Maryland 14
N. Carolina 14
Pennsylvania 13
Tennessee 12

Respectfully submitted
Pat Wooley - Secretary

Treasurer’'s Report

Balance 1-1-2006 $1,718.58
INCOME

Comet East Dues $ 850.00
CE Dues Renewal $2,475.00
Donation $ 2,023.50
Fundraiser $ 320.50
TOTAL INCOME $ 5,669.00
EXPENSES

Office Supplies $ 137.55
Postage $ 404.66
Club Promos $2,991.85
Trophies $ 626.26

Newsletter Printing $2,001.06
TOTAL EXPENSES $6,161.38

Projected Balance
12-31-2006 $1,226.20

Respectfully submitted:
Selma Feifer - Treasurer

413 Beech Grove Rd
Shepherdsville, KY 40165




