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The President’s Turn

By Bill Adams

This year is quickly coming to an
end for shows and club meetings. Our

Hagerstown show was a huge success.

The sunny, mild weather brought out
about 26 Comets. The meet was he
the Mason-Dixon Dragway and Bart
Whatley took advantage of the venue
to put his 1965 supercharged Cyclone
on the track. It was inspiring to see his
Comet out there amongst all those
Mustangs, and beating them, too!

There is a very special show in
the works for next year and we want
everyone to mark your calendars. This
event will be August 14-15, 2009 and
will celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the introduction of the Comet. But it
doesn't stop there. We are inviting the
Falcons, Corvairs and Valiants to join
us. The common bond for all four
carsis their introduction date in the fi
of 1959. 2009s the golden anniverse
of the American compact car. Comet
East is the host club and is organizing
the show.

You may ask, where is Nash in
all of this? Of course, by 1959, Nash

had been around for several years as a

compact car. They were targeting a
market that definitely existed. But, the
fact is, the Nash Rambler did not gain
broad appeal. Americaifier the most
part were still in love with the big fin
and chromed cars of the 50's. The
American public eventually rejected
that brand and we all know the rest. It

was not until the Big Three
automakers got in on the action

that the idea of an economical
compact car finally caught on. The
fact that they all decided to come out
with these four cars in the same year
made an impact on the public. Thus,
1959 was a milestone year. It could
be argued that 1959 was the year the
American consumer accepted the
idea of an environmentally friendly
automobile.

The show will be in Cleveland,
OH and the site is the Burke
Lakefront Airport located on the
shore of Lake Erie. We hope
everyone will make this event into a
weekend vacation for the whole
family. The show site is within
a short walking distance of many
visitor attractions. Among them are
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, a
floating submarine museum,
restaurants and shopping. The
Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum is
only 2 miles away. It showcases
nearly 200 vintage cars and
airplanes. There is so much to do;
it is hard to list it all.

The host hotel is the Crown
Plaza. This is one of the premier
hotels in Downtown Cleveland anc
only 2 blocks from the show area.
They have given us special rates
comparable to many economy hotels.

I know the dedication of Com
East members and | have no doubt
we can make this show a huge
success with the support from each
one of us. The main thing now is to
make your plans for next August 14-
15 to be in Cleveland for the

Nifty Thrifty 1960's Car Show.




Wow, What a summer this has been!!! It started off
well enough with a very nice show at Carlisle. Inaged
to get my original 62 Comet back in running orded a
get it to and from the fairgrounds without incidehiis
car belonged to my maternal grandmother and st@adk
and mostly original. The price of fuel almost chokae.
Our fuel costs alone totaled over $400 for the whiop
with diesel between $4.50 and $4.75 a gallon aed th
truck only getting 12 mpg with the trailer in place. E
we had a great time anyway hanging out with friends
making new ones and seeing some beautiful Comets.
Then we got home and | stressed out for a few dags
getting the newsletter put together and seeinbédo t
elections. The newsletter was pretty good, | thouamhd
although participation in the elections was spanse,
were successful in getting enough votes to compihete
process. There will be more on that in anotheri@eci
the newsletter.

Right after the Julyholiday | was working at the
computer and | killed the darn thing. | don't mdan
caused it to crasthKILLED IT! | somehow managed
get all my data, files, pictures, and music, liigra
everything on my hard drive, sucked into a blacleho
Unfortunately there was no backup system. Yeahpik
I should have had a backup but I am not immune from
doing stupid things. So | sent the computer ouat tidgend
who is a programmer and he worked on it for a while
then he sent it to someone else who does datagscov
for big companies. After about three weeks or o th
upshot was that they might be able to recover safmey
files for about $1000. Needless to say, that kihd o
expense is out of my league. So my friend sent my
computer back home viita new hard drive and | was |
to rebuild my system from scratch. There’s notHikg
adversity to make you stronger. Since | got my B€kb
in early August, | have managed to get Win XP re-
loaded, albeit with some difficulty (it seems mgkdis
scrathed or something), along with most of the progr
| was using before the catastrophe. | have mantggett
most of theComet East membership database rebuilt
because | rarely throw anything out. | have, ifaif a
drawer in a filing cabinet, almost all of the origl
applications folks have sent in. Thank goodneigdnec
to some of the stuff my dad tried to teach me. &ld,s
"Boy, never throw anything away. Just as sure asdm®

By Tom Wooley

you, will need it th very next day.” | still believe that,
but I certainly wish I'd paid more attention to him
whenever | was a boy.

I am still missing some data. If your address llaine
this newsletter doesn’t have a row of numbers ertap
(three digits on the left like 999 and four on thght like
99/99), or has only one set of those numbers, @lkak
at your June newsletter and send me the ones bn tha
address label. You can email or phone and leave a
message. These are your member number and renewal
date. If you no longer have that issue it will bi€. @Il
figure it out but if you do have them it would helpot.

While | was waiting for those folks to try and ré@pa
my mess, Miss Pat and | took the 62 down to Hickory
NC and spent a pleasant weekend hanging out wet
Edsel crowd. We only had about nine Comets and a
Falcon (a nice 65 2dr SW owned by a young man named
Darin Woods). Along with bout 50 or so Edsels iniohg
a one off concept of what Edsel might look likeawpdf
McNamara hadn't pulled the plug in 1959. It was a
pleasant weekend that included a side trip tdle tibwn
called Valdese about 10 miles up the road for alloc
cruise-in on Friday night. There were a lot of niegs
and we heard some pretty good live Bluegrass nausic
couple of blocks up from the Rock and Roll DJ. Ener
was also some good barbeque at Myra’s restaurant.

Now I'm back to the grind. Working at the payindpj
doing the “home work” on off days, playing with tbars
when time allows, and trying to keep up with thebcl
business. This issue of the newsletter has sontgethin
different. We have worked out a deal with Legendary
Ford magazine where we get ad space in their mtldit
for the same in ours as space allows. Let me kfigawi
have an opinion one way or the other on this
arrangement

That's all I have for this issue of the Comet East
Newsletter.

Now lets get out there with our cars and...

Tom




With Special Guests Comet East

July 24-26, 2008 Hickory NC

Ever wonder what an Edsel would look like today? Above Dan & Mary Mansfield’'s 65 404 SW
These 2 pics show one guy’s idea of what might have Below: Terry & Patty Zimmermann’s 65 Caliente
been. Based on a 2008 Crown Vic

Above Left: Chris Seay’s 62 Sedan
Center: Pat & Tom Wooley’'s 62 Sedan
{8 Right: John Woodward’s 64 4dr

% |

Left: Pete & Gert Girard’s 65 Cyclone
Center: Jerry & Marylee Phelps’ 63 S22

\ cv

. Not Pictured: Bill Adams 65 Calien

CV, Darin Woods 1965 Falcon 2dr SW




Classified Ads

New member Ed Edwards in Colorado se
note along with his application saying that he
was in need of & left rear tail light lens with
the two chrome barsfor a 65 Cyclone. If you
can help, Call Ed at: 719-539- 4707 or email
him at starliner6061@yahoo.com

Parts Wanted
I need of the following for a 1963 Comet S22 HT:
Dome lamp assy w/ lens
Merc Man Gas Cap
Correct rad cap (<13lb)
Info on good restorer for bucket seats
Correct Deluxe inside day/night mirror
Cigarette Lighter Knob
Correct Antenna
4 ea correct 14in 5lug wheels
Ford outside mirror (c3ab-17743-a)
Correct 2 grove crankshaft pully
Correct 4blade fan
Left side grille extension (c3gy8225a)
Contact Art Mastrilli of Zanesville, OH
Phone: 740-452-1703

Ronnie Sox’ 64 Comet Pro Mod Dragster seen in the
car corral at 2008 Fall AutoFair in Charlotte, NC
No price was liste:

By Tom Wooley

Elections— The results are in! Actually they’ve been inceimid
July but I'm just now reporting in the newslett€he proposed slate
of candidates was unanimously elected. The reartdtss follows:
Bill Adams - President

Danny Mansfield- Vice President

Tom Wooley — Secretary (replacing Ms Pat who wishedetire)
Gert Girard — Treasurer

Richard Harrington was elected to the BOD replacit@rl Jacobs
whose term expired.

Participation was a little sparse perhaps due iihtpahe election
committee’s delay in getting the ballots and vofimgructions to the
members in a timely fashion. However, about 20 [gesent in their
choices. This represented about 12% of the memipessthe time.
The election committee resolved to get the nonomapirocess startt
earlier next year and to have election resultsiphéd in a timely
manner.

Bylaws - Bill Adams proposed a change in the bylaws the w
approved by the BOD. Because our annual meetingkations
usually occur in the summer (and the middle of sekeason), the
bylaws will be amended to state that newly eledffiders will begin
their duties in November. This will lead to a morderly transfer of
duties and materials between incoming and out-goffigers.

New Members— We would like to welcome all of the new
members who have joined us this year:

Calvin Atwell of Delta, PA; Gary & Frankie Avery of Brantford ON;
Roger Backus of Springfield OH; Kip L Blubaugh of Chambersburg PA;
Joel E Bowen of King NC,; Doug Bowering of Port Charlotte FL;
Tom Bowers of Wyckoff NJ,; Bo Calloway of Concord NC;

James Hill of Etters PA; Stephen Carter of W Carrollton, OH
Gerald Kirby of Scottsville KY Dick Christopher of Simpsonville SC;
Jim Martin of Taunton MA, Bob & Shirley Cleaver of Huntington MD
George Edwards of Salida CO; Melvin Crowder of South Boston VA
Rick Gurton of Kitchener ON; Gregory Gladin of Petersburg VA;

Robert Shrum of Bunker Hill WV; James Scott Gordon of Manson NC
Bob Harrison of Lutherville MD; Herbert Hamlett of Appomattox VA,

Henry Killian of Annville PA, Wayne Starnes of Harrisburg NC
James R Lord of Dunkirk MD; Terry O'Connor of Ellington CT
Steve Paquette of Acton ME; Bob Ottinger of Phoenixville PA,
Jeff Swanstra of Gladwin MI; Kenneth Schwartz of Winchester TN;

Ron Champagne of Carleton MI;  Christopher Seay of Locust Grove VA,;
Robert G Wannamaker of North SC




Converting 1960 through 1964 Steering to 1965 Steer

If you are the proud owner of a 1960-64 Falcon or
Comet (with manual steering), you may have some
issues with the steering in your cherished ride. It might
be as simple as getting a good alignment or it may
require some replacement of worn parts (see my
previous article on “Front End Alignment” at, The National
Falcon News, January 2008; Legendary Ford,
November/December 2007 or visit the Comet East web
site on the internet:
www.cometeastcarclub.org/Articles/frontendalignment

.pdf)

There are many other issues that can cause the
steering to have a mind of its own, they include:
A raised or lower suspension
Wider tires than original
Radial tires
Taller coil springs or
Shortened coil springs

Other reasons to upgrade your steering are the
desire to upgrade your six-cylinder (4 lug) suspension to
the heavier duty V8 (5 lug) suspension or an upgrade to
disc brakes (Granada conversion).

When the Falcon/Comet platform was designed in
the late 1950’s, steering systems were not very
sophisticated and tire size options were few. Tires were
bias plied, tall and narrow. Narrow tires tend to track
straighter than wide tires and bias plied tires are not as
sensitive to road irregularities.

When attending car events that focus on Falcons
and Comets, few if any of the cars have the typical bias
ply 600 x 13 inch tires that would have been original
equipment. So, odds are good that you maybe less than
comfortable behind the wheel while crusin your baby!

If you are fortunate to have an original 1965
Falcon/Comet V8, you are the benefactor of a greatly
improved steering geometry. History recalls that Ford
was committed to “Competition Proven ”. The Falcons
went to rally at Monte Carlo and the Comets went on
safari (Africa and from the tip of Argentina to Alaska).
The weaknesses in the steering systems were apparent
and with the Mustang coming, attention was given to
curing the so-so steering systems. When the 1964 %2
Mustang was introduced, the steering geometry was
improved and the 1965 Falcon/Comet platform benefited
as well.

1965 Steering Geometry

The improvement in the1965 manual steering
geometry was moving the mounting point for the inner tie
rod ends inboard. The tie rod ends mount approximately
3 inches further inboard than on previous years. The
effect of this is to increase the distance between the inner

ing

and outer tie rod ends. This longer distance is similar to
the length of the lower control arm. When the lengths of
the suspension components are similar, they will swing
similar arcs, makes sense, right! The result, when the
vehicle moves over an undulation in the road surface
(tires moving up and down in relationship to the chassis);
there is less “bump steer”. (Bump steer can be described
as the vehicle’s desire to change direction due to the
effect of an uneven road surface.)
Required Parts

So, what is required to change over to the improved
1965 manual steering geometry? If you are converting
from a 1963-64 V8 car you will need the following parts:

1965 V8 Mustang/Falcon/Comet inner tie rod
ends (2) for manual steering. (about $25.00 each)

1965 V8 Falcon/Comet centerlink. Note: the
Mustang centerlink is too long; this part is specific to
Falcons & Comets. (about $150)

1965 V8 Mustang/Falcon/Comet pitman arm.
(about $75.00)

1965 V8 Mustang/Falcon/Comet idler arm
mounting bracket. (about $40.00)

1965 V8 Mustang/Falcon/Comet idler arm.
(about $45.00)

If your existing V8 outer tie rod ends and
adjustment sleeves are in good shape you can reuse
them.

If you have a 6-cylinder car, you will additionally
need:

1963-64 V8 manual steering outer tie rod ends

(2) (about $25.00 each)

1963-65 V8 tie rod adjustment sleeves (2) (about
$10.00 each)

Spindles (not available new)

It is possible to find some of the components in
good usable condition. Used items used for this
conversion were the steering box, idler arm and bracket
(new bushing was installed) and the centerlink.

Note 1: on 1963% and 1964 Falcon/Comet V8
vehicles, you will also need a 6 cylinder steering box, the
reason for this is the sector shaft diameter, 1 inch sector
shafts were used on 6 cylinder cars and 1 1/8 inch
sector shafts on V8 cars. In 1965, all Mustang/ Falcons/
Comets used a 1-inch sector shaft steering box. Good
news for those that are converting a 6-cylinder
suspension to V8 suspension.

Note 2: The steering shaft length is one inch
shorter for 1964-65 Falcon/Comets than used
during1960-63%2 production. My preference is for the
shorter steering shaft length. If you use the shorter
length, you will need to shorten your steering column




Converting 1960 through 1964 Steering to 1965 Steer ing

1963-64 steering components

1965 steering components

When comparing the steering components it is easy t o see the additional length
of the inner ti e rod ends .

Notice on the 1965 centerlink that the inner tie rd ends mounting holes are
approximately 3 inches further inboard.




Converting 1960 through 1964 Steering to 1965 Steer ing

tube and shift tube or get the complete column
assembly with the steering box. The Mustang steering
shaft is longer yet, so do not obtain a box that came
from a Mustang.

Removal of the Old

Note 3: Before disassembly begins; measure the
horizontal distance between the front tires. | use caulk
and mark a groove in the tread on each front tire,
measure the distance and write it on the side wall (We
do not want to forget that number now do wel).

If you are converting a 1963-64 Falcon/Comet V8,
the steering box, idler arm and bracket, centerlink,
inner tie rod ends will need to be removed. All the
steering components are fastened together with castle
nuts and cotter pins; make sure the cotter pins are
removed before attempting to put a socket on the
castle nuts. Drop the centerlink first; to do this you
may need what is called a pickle fork to separate the
tapers of the tie rod ends. You can also try a rap with
a hammer on the centerlink near the tie rod end to pop
them loose. Once the centerlink is removed, unscrew
the inner tie rod ends from the adjusters. Remove the
idler arm and assembly as a unit by removing the bolts
that pass through the passenger side frame rail.

Inside the car, the steering wheel will need to be
taken off. If you are swapping to the shorter steering
column, the direction signal wiring will need to be
removed as well.

The most difficult part of this conversion is
swapping out the steering box (on V8 engine cars).
The steering box is held to the frame rail with 3 bolts.
Under the car, | had to remove the clutch linkage,
driver's side exhaust header and down pipe as well as
the driver’s side motor mount. My car is a floor-shifted
car, if the shifter is on the steering column, the shift
linkage might need to be removed. The car was on a
4-post lift, but tall jack stands or ramps would probably
work as well. Be sure the vehicle is well supported
and the tires blocked.

Safety Note: Concrete blocks are not designed

to support vehicle weights; they should not be
used under any circumstances!

For six cylinder cars requiring a spindle change,
the soft brake lines need to be removed and the upper
and lower ball joints separated from the spindle.

In With the New
Note 4: during assembly, place all fasteners finger
tight and do the final torque settings after assembly is
complete. Itis also recommended that “never-seize”
be used for each nut and taper to facilitate ease of

disassembly in the future.

Insert the steering box; it helps if you have
another person inside the car to guide the steering
shaft between the pedals and wiring harness. Bolt the
steering box to the frame rail (torque = 45-55 ft/Ibs).
The interior can be put back together, including
steering column tube, directional wiring. Do not
replace the steering wheel as yet. Re-assemble all
components that were removed so the steering boxes
could be exchanged. The idler arm mounting bracket
can be attached to the passenger side frame ralil
(torque = 28-35 ft/lbs). Attach the idler arm to the
mounting bracket (torque = 40-55 ft/lbs). The pitman
arm is next, but first the steering box needs to be
centered. Most manual steer boxes have 4 5/8 turns
lock to lock. Rotate the steering shaft until it stops.
Then rotate the steering shaft in the opposite direction
until it stops again. As you are rotating it, carefully
count the revolutions. Then rotate the steering shaft %2
of the revolutions back; this should be the center. The
pitman arm can now be placed on the steering box
sector shaft. The pitman arm should be pointing
towards the front of the vehicle. Place a lock washer
and a nut on the sector shaft (torque = 85-110 ft/Ibs).

The centerlink is fastened to the idler arm and the
pitman arm (torque = 35-47 ft/lbs). Screw the inner tie
rod ends into the adjusting sleeves on both sides of
the vehicle. Itis a good idea to do a visual thread
count on the inner and outer tie rod ends so an equal
amount of thread is protruding from the adjustment
sleeve on each side. The inner tie rods can now be
attached to the centerlink (torque = 35-47 ft/lbs).

Check the horizontal measurement between the
tires. To get your alignment toe-in/toe-out close to the
measurement taken in Note 3, you need to turn the
adjusters on each side of the vehicle. To keep things
as close as possible, measure the centerline distance
between the tie rod ends (on each side of the vehicle)
and try to get the same measurement on each side.
When the tie rod end centerline distance are about the
same and the horizontal measurement is close to what
you started with, you can tighten everything up and
insert the cotter pins where required. Double-check
everything; you do not want something falling apart
while in motion.

With the front wheels facing straight ahead,
replace the steering wheel (torque = 25-35 ft/Ibs). At
this point it is probably a good idea to get an alignment
done. If you have had an alignment recently, the only
adjustment needed would be for toe-in/toe-out, as the
steering linkage does not affect camber and caster.




Converting 1960 through 1964 Steering to 1965 Steer ing

Idler arm assemblies and mounting
brackets

The completed conversion!
This is a complete bolt on
process, every component bolts
on to original mounting points.
The idler arm bracket does use
the 6 cylinder lower mounting
hole rather than the two lower
V8 mounting holes. Ford was
kind enough to provide the
holes in the right frame rail for
both 6 and 8 cylinder
suspension systems.

L

In the photo on the left are the 63-64 V8 inner auntér tie rod
assemblies; the photo on the right shows the 1®&&riand outer tie rod
assemblies. Notice the additional length of thé5l8ssembly. The red
arrows point to the inner pivot point of the loveantrol arm. It can
clearly be seen that the 1965 tie rod assembly wioeely matches the
lower control arm lengt

Viva la difference!

Steering Box J

Llnner Tie Rod En [ Pitman Arn

1
Adjusting Sleeve

— (Centerlink
Idler Arm




The 2008 edition of Hagerstown all Ford show ithi@ Comet history book of successful shows. Ittaken a couple of years to
get this show’s attendance up. And up it was. Tweme members, (4 new members), and 27 Comets KTytanto everyone for
coming out to the show, car not (Pete & Gert). We had Comets from 74 to 64t &ll years were represented but it is nice tc
a 61 out. And what a 61! New member Bob Harrisaktiirst place in the club show with it. Thanks fiminging the car out Bob.
The Mundy brothers and their dad brought a ne&-@aor wagon that won the Danny Fiffer Eye Catohward. John, Tony &




Cont'd

Dad, thanks for coming out to the show.
Saturday night’s cruise in at the Valley Mall wascked. 300 + cars. Eight Comets made the cruisehianks to Barry F. for
keeping an eye on the cars while the othembers went to dinner at the Olive Garden and rgéant thank-yous to Larry &
Dawn for getting to the Olive Garden extra earlgéd reservations. Show pictures courtesy of Jétarylee and others.
The weather for show day was hot as usual. Thaokmess for the tents & canopy’s.The drag strip buasy all day long with
quite a few cars running in the 9's. Bart hit theck and ran 12’s but was eliminated by basicafction time. No trophy this
year for the ROCK & ROLL Comet. Bart did take hothe Tim Morley Spirit of Comets Award. Well desedh
Judges, thank you for accepting the call to serve.
| guess what | am saying is the success of the shpeople. Members stepping up and taking catkinfis without being asked.
Things that | don't think of and they make all tiéference. It is good to see family members cofnaegtoo.

Rock & Roll

Tom Churcl

FOMOCO Fun Sunday Show

June 24, 2008 Arapahoe Park in Colorado
Photos by Carlos Vera
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Moving?
Remember to let the club
secretary know if your
address, phone number or
email address is changing.
Also let us know if you get an
email address. You may wri
phone or email the secretanr

the address on the front page.

Postcards, letters and email
are best, but the answering
machine is (almost) always
on.

This is the latest incarnation of our T-shirt with the licensed drawing by

lan Jones (Hot Rod Pencil). Note the Comet East logo on the small sign
to the right. These Haynes heavyweight 50/50 tees do not shrink. They

are available from the secretary for $18 plus S&H in sizes S, M, L XL &

XXL (S & XXL quantity is limited).

Call, Email or write the club office to get yours.

Place

413 Beech Grove Rd Stamp
Shepherdsville, KY 40165 Here



