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�Okay, I know this is late but there have 
been issues. Now with most of them 
resolved or at least being dealt with, we 
can move forward. Without further ado, 
I’ll get started with two issues worth of 
stuff. 

We have a nice article about Friday night 
grudge racing. There are pictures from 
Charlotte and Carlisle (rainy at Charlotte 
and 95 degrees in the shade at Carlisle). 
Entry forms and info relating to the 
Edsel/Comet meet at Hickory, NC in July 
are here and election info for our club 
officers is here. We’re on a tight schedule 
for the elections and to get registered for 
Hickory and I apologize for that. It is 
entirely my fault and I ask your 
forgiveness. 
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As always I ask for your stories, letters, 
tech tips, comments, pictures and articles 
about Comets (especially yours).  It will be 
impossible for me to do this job without 
your support. Please let me know how I 
can improve this newsletter, or if the club 
is not meeting your car hobby (Comet 
Collecting) needs. 

So in the words of our founding president 
Tim Morley: 

 

Rock and Roll 
 

Tom
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www.cometeastcarclub.org 
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Tom Wooley 
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502-543-8493 
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Officers 
Bill Adams - President  
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Columbia, SC 29205 
803-799-5273 
billadams100@hotmail.com 
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35283 Bond Dr 
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The 
President’s 
Turn 
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By Don Harding

 automobile racing was simply part of the culture. My AM 
Radio would blast: “Remember this Friday night at 
Shuffletown Dragway, off Highway 16 North. It’s 
run what you brung grudge racing. Then it’s 
qualifying and practice for the Big Boys ALL DAY 
Saturday, for an ALL OUT IHRA SHOOTOUT  
…SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY !!.” 
Suffletown Dragway was one of the hottest eighth-mile 
dragstrips of its time. Started in the 1950’s when some local 
Charlotte hot-rodders and a local farmer came to an 
agreement that he would not plow up the back of one of his 
fields, so they would stop racing on the street. Instead they 
would use the dirt strip along the banks he left unplowed on 
the banks of Long Creek. The track was located in the small 
Suffletown communities in northern Mecklenburg County just 
outside of Charlotte, NC. By the early 1960’s, the track had 
grown in popularity, and had been paved. With the Charlotte 
Motor Speedway just opening, some of the future superstars 
of racing used Suffletown Dragway as a test bed for their 
round track equipment. Robert Yates, Richard Petty, Ralph 
Earnhardt, Cale Yarborough all raced at Suffletown Dragway.  
I was eighteen years old, taking auto mechanics class at 
Independence High School. My father had helped me acquire 
a 1951 Chevrolet 210 Coupe with a blown 215 six-cylinder 
engine from a local farmer. My father’s intentions were for me 
to use it to practice my new craft, and to keep me from street 
racing his 1965 Comet, which is the one I still own. My best 
friend at the time, whose name was Mike, had a 1965 Ford 
Custom 500. It was an old police cruiser he had bought at a 
local auction, which was equipped with a big block 352 Police 
Interceptor with Holly 4 Barrel Carburetor, solid lift cam, and 
factory cast iron headers. He had made the scene at 
Suffletown Dragway several times for “Grudge racing Friday 
nights”.  I had come along several times as the “pit crew”, and 
ran his big Ford several times. It didn’t take me long and I 
was hooked. 
Grudge racing on Friday nights was good clean fun, and the 
rules were simple. For ten dollars, and your signature on a 
waver (I never did read the fine print about “ in case of death 
or serious injury”) you could run what you brung and race all 

night. IHRA rules were in place, and were strictly 
enforced. Any horseplay, or alcohol and you were 
gone. I once saw a guy do a burnout on the pit area; he 
and his car were out the gate in five minutes.  After you 
ran, it was back to the pit area for repairs, or to find 
another competitor.  Then you checked in to schedule 
your next run, then off the staging area and down the 
eighth mile track again. 
I took my 1951 Chevrolet to the shop for my auto 
mechanics class. I replaced the blown 215 six banger 
with a 1969 Chevy small block 327 from a junkyard 
BelAir. I used the two-speed Power-Glide transmission 
as well. I added a B&M shift kit to the Power-Glide, and 
a Holley 600 and some Doug’s Headers. I had 
equipped the header with “header-plugs “ so I could run 
open exhaust when it was time to race.  Man what fun!! 
That 1951 was a small block killer. But every time I ran 
my friend Mike in with his big block 352 Police 
Interceptor, I lost !! Not once did I beat him. I would 
always get him off the line, but that big block Ford had 
so much torque, I would run out of steam and he would 
just blow on by. I would be left looking at those round 
taillights every time.   
Because I started having too many conversations with 
the officers of the North Carolina Highway Patrol, my 
father made me park the Chevrolet. And I went back to 
driving his 1965 Comet for a while.  I sold my Chevrolet 
to a guy my first year in college who totaled it about six 
weeks later. As for Suffletown Dragway, well it kept 
going strong until the farmer that owned the original 
farm died. His estate was sold to a developer who built 
houses and condo all around the racetrack. The 
community groups for the new development started 
complaining about the noise coming from the track to 
the county commissioners. They were told 
Mecklenburg County has no noise ordinance, and there 
was nothing they could do. So the community groups 
voted to allow themselves to be annexed by the City of 
Charlotte. They then move to have the city shut down 
the track because of noise. They did so in 1992.  It was 
all over, but man what fun. And with Bruton Smith 
bringing a NHRA Dragway to LMS, I’m thinking I will go 
Grudge racing on Friday nights 

Growing up in the Southern United 
States in the 1960's and 1970's, 
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Wednesday, July 23  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   9:00-11:00 AM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Tour to Hickory Aviation Museum   1:00 PM    (tentative)  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   1:00-5:00 PM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Edselcade to Local Diner    5:00 PM    Parking Lot  
Thursday, July 24  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   9:00-11:00 AM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Tour to Private Lincoln Collection   1:00 PM    Parking Lot  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   1:00-5:00 PM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Officers’ Business Meeting    6:00-7:00 PM    TBA  
Valve Cover Races     7:00-8:00 PM    Parking Lot  
Friday, July 25  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   9:00-11:00 AM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Tour to Hickory Aviation Museum   9:00-11:00 AM    (tentative)  
Auction      12:00 PM    TBA  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   1:00-5:00 PM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

IEC Business Meeting     6:00-7:00 PM    TBA  
Children’s Party     6:00-7:00 PM    TBA  
Friday Night Social     7:30-until    Parking Lot  
Saturday, July 26  
Judges Meeting     8:00 AM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Judging      8:30 AM-until    Parking Lot  
Registration, Crafts, Model Car Display   9:00-11:00 AM    2nd

 
Floor Lobby  

Banquet 6:00-8:00 PM Banquet Room  
 
-The Lincoln collection consists of about 40 pristine cars including Edsel Ford’s own brainchild, the Continental.  
-The Hickory Aviation Museum is an outdoor display of about 15 warplanes from WWII to the present'





Hotel information:  
Room Rates are $74 per night (1-4 guests, king or double)  
Mention you are with the Edsel Club  

Park Inn  
909 Hwy 70 SW  
Hickory, NC 28602  

1-800-789-0686 (Call for Reservations) 
(828) 328-5101  
(828) 328-8943 fax  
http://www.parkinn.com/hickorync 

Local attractions for self-guided tours:  
Hickory Aviation Museum http://www.hickoryaviationmuseum.org/ 
Catawba County History http://www.catawbahistory.org/ 
Biltmore House http://www.biltmore.com/ 
Lowes Motor Speedway http://www.lowesmotorspeedway.com/ 
Lowes Motor Speedway-Tours http://www.lowesmotorspeedway.com/visitors_guide/tours/ 
Mooresville-NC Racing Hall of Fame http://www.racecityusa.org/ 
Chimney Rock Park http://www.chimneyrockpark.com/ 
Mount Airy (Mayberry) http://www.visitmayberry.com/ 
Bennett Classics Museum http://www.bennettclassics.com/ 
  
If I can help you in any way:  
Greg Pack (864) 439-8850 or edseldriver@netzero.com  
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Name  ________________________________     Number in Party  _____________   
 
Address  ______________________________   Arrival date  _________________   
 
City  ____________________State  ____ Zip_________ Phone  _____________________   
 
Ages of Children in Party  (17  & below)_______________________   
 
Names you want on nametags  __________________________________________________   
   

1
st
 Comet:      $15 Registration   Year  _______ Series  _____________ Model  _______________     

2
nd

 Comet:     $10 Registration   Year  _______ Series  _____________ Model  _______________    

3
rd

 Comet:      $10 Registration   Year  _______ Series  _____________ Model  _______________  
 
The basic $15 rate must be paid even if you do not drive an Edsel. This helps pay for the meet.  
These rates are good through June 30.   After July 1, registration is $25   
   
Registration         $  _________   
 
Additional  Registrations    How  Many  ____    $  _________   
 
Adult  Banquet    How  Many  ____  @  $25   $  _________   
 
Youth  Banquet  (age  12� 17)  How  Many  ____  @  $12   $  _________   
 
Child’s  Banquet  (11  &  under)  How  Many  ____     FREE   
 
Friday  Night  Social   How  Many  ____    FREE   

(Sandwiches,  etc  will  be  sold  in  the  parking  lot  Friday  night) 
   
  Total          $  _________   
   

   
Make  Checks  Payable  to:   International  Edsel  Club   

Mail  Registration  to:   Frances  Pack,  158  Ridgewood  Drive,  Inman,  SC,  29349  
 

   
   

    

4 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Charlotte AutoFair April 3-6. 2008 
A light rain on and off all weekend couldn’t dampen the spirits of the Comet East members 
that came out to the Lowes Motor Speedway for a great time of ogling Comets (and other 
cars) and hunting down the part you need to finish a project. 

 

 

Winning awards were: 1st Place, Best Paint & Owners Choice awards - Sam Mullins, 2nd Place - Jerry Phelps, 
 3rd Place - John Giernacky, Best Modified - Jill & Mike Ponder, Best Interior & Eyecatcher - Dan & Mary Mansfield 
Peoples Choice - Sandy & Billy Malpas 
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The Farthest Traveled 

Tim and Doreen Cooper traveled 1700 miles one way with 
their 1964 Comet Cyclone from Brandon, Manitoba Canada to 
Carlisle, PA, USA to be with Comet East for our meet at the All 
Ford Nationals.  While they didn’t drive their car all that way (It’s a 
lot more comfortable with it on the trailer and safer if you haven’t 
had the car very long), it was still a long way to drive to attend a 
show. That kind of dedication says a lot about the members of our 
club. It says that we’re willing to go to great lengths to be with our 
friends and fellow Comet enthusiasts. In fact I think it’s more about 
the friendship and camaraderie than about the cars. The cars just 
give us another reason to get together. 

With more than 50 comets on his “Comet Ranch” Tim has 
just about cornered the market on 1964 Comet parts in his section 
of the world. In fact, Tim has shipped parts to all parts of the world 
from Australia and Norway. Contact Tim via his website: 
http://home.wcgwave.ca/~tgdc/64cruzers.html or email: 
tgdc@westman.wave.ca  

For Sale: 1964 Comet Caliente 2-Door HT 
 Blue/Blue, 4 Speed, Bucket Seats 
Rebuilt 260 CI V8,  
New Clutch & Pressure Plate 
Dual Exhaust 
Asking $13,900 
Car is stored in New Bedford, MA 
Contact: Everett Ramos Egg Harbor, NJ 
Phone 609-804-3169 or cell 609-816-5771 
 

Car For Sale 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
It’s time to re-elect the officers of our club. All of the current officers have been nominated for re-
election except BOD member Karl Jacobs whose term will expire and Secretary Pat Wooley who 
wishes to retire. Dick Harrington has been nominated to fill Karl’s BOD seat and Tom Wooley has 
been nominated to fill Ms Pat’s office. You may vote by phone at 502-543-8493 (leave a message 
with your voting instructions) or by email at: vote@cometeastcarclub.org or send your votes by US 
mail to: Comet East 413 Beech Grove Rd Shepherdsville, KY 40165. The Secretary should receive 
all votes no later than Saturday July 20, 2008 
President – Bill Adams  Vice President – Danny Mansfield 
Secretary – Tom Wooley  Treasurer - Gert Girard 
BOD – Dick Harrington 



 

 

 

All Ford Carlisle June 5-8,2008 
95 degrees in the shade couldn’t keep our brave members from enjoying the 
friendship and fellowship of Comet East. Members came as far as 1700 miles to be 
part of this show. 

Winners in Comet East Judging: 1st Place - Larry & Dawn McFarland - 66 Comet Capri, 2nd Place - Dan & Mary Mansfield - 65 
Cyclone HI-PO, 3rd Place - Sam Mullins 65 Caliente, Owners Choice – Ken Noland 64 Caliente Pro Street, Pete’s Choice - Bob 
Ottinger - 72 Comet GT -390, Diamond in the Rough - John & Linda Marinari - 68 Comet, Farthest Traveled – Tim & Doreen Cooper- 
64 Comet Cyclone  CE Winners in Carlisle Participant Vote:  Stock- 2nd Dan & Mary Mansfield, 3rd Larry & Dawn 
McFarland, Modified – 2nd Calvin Atwell, 3rd Terry & Patty Zimmermann 
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413 Beech Grove Rd 
Shepherdsville, KY 40165 

Moving? 
Remember to let the club 
secretary know if you 
change your address, 
phone number or email 
address. Also let us know 
if you get an email 
address. You may write 
the secretary at the 
address on the front 
page. You may also 
phone or email.  Letters, 
postcards and email are 
best, but the answering 
machine is (almost) 
always on. 
 
ed. 
 

This is the latest incarnation of our T-shirt with the licensed drawing 
by Ian Jones (Hot Rod Pencil). Note the Comet East logo on the 
small sign to the right. These Haynes heavyweight 50/50 tees do not 
shrink.  They are available from the secretary for $18 plus S&H in 
sizes S, M, L XL & XXL (S & XXL quantity is limited). 
Order yours today before they’re sold out!!!!!  
Call, Email or write The club office to get yours. 


