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A Club for Mercury Comets 
and Cyclones from All Years 
and 61-63 US Made Meteors 

Hello everyone! First 
and foremost I would 
like to thank everyone 
that [has] helped Comet 
East have such a good 
year!  And the best part 
is that it’s not over yet! 
And to think I wasn't 
even sure it would even 
take off when we first 
met in Nashville 2002!  
Who knows what the 
year will bring before 
winter.  The fall 
Charlotte is in 
September, I'm really 
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The establishment of a 
new organization of any 
type requires a lot of 
work by a lot of people. 
Comet East has been 
blessed with a number 
of dedicated people 
who have promoted the 
formation of a club for 
these beautiful cars. 
Now the club is formed. 
Next comes the long 
haul. Comet East must 
work diligently to retain 
the members we have 
and to keep that growth 
curve in the positive 
region. That means 
YOU must promote 
your club whenever and 

  

looking forward to that!  
I had to replace the 
engine in my old van 
but I have the feeling 
that it will be well worth 
it for 2004!  I really think 
we're going to explode 
next year, simply 
because I believe 
Comets have been 
sleepers and we are 
bringing them out for 
people to see and they 
like them!!   

I have sold my 63 and 
I'm sick already 

because the new owner 
is driving it around town 
and it looks great!  
Hopefully he will 
become a Comet East 
member.  Which 
reminds me, anyone 
that knows anyone that 
could be possible 
members please 
encourage them to join 
and perhaps participate 
in our meets! The more 
the merrier! 

 Rock & Roll!! 

Tim Morley 

  

wherever you can. How, 
you ask?  

1. Pass out those 
contact cards you 
got when you 
joined.  

2. Show others the 
newsletter at cruise 
night or local 
events. 

3.  Include the club 
logo on your display 
board. 

These are just a few of 
the way we can recruit 
new members and keep 
the club going and 
growing.  

Memberships have 
been coming in at a 
rate of about two a 
week. Nearly 25 
memberships have 
arrived in the 12 weeks 
since Carlisle. Comet 
East now has close to 
50 members. I don’t 
know if there is a critical 
mass for national or 
regional clubs, but I 
hope we make it if there 
is.  

Contentedly Cruising 
 in my Comet, 
 
Tom Wooley 
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K a r l  J a c o b s   a n d   h I s   6 3  s 2 2  c o n v e r t I b l e 

Home:   Slidell, Louisiana 

Age:   47 

Profession:  Repair of automated 
machine tools and robots. Also ran 
small Comet parts business until 
sidelined by work injury. Says Karl: 
“I’m being rebuilt with all NOS parts, 
like my car.” 

Hobbies:  Comets – convertibles, 
hardtops, sedans, and wagons. 

Comets owned:  “My car is a 63 S22 
convertible, carnival red, with NOS 
seat covers I purchased from my 
local Mercury dealer in 1982. SMS 
Auto Fabrics did [the] door panels in 
’98. It took many pre-Internet years 
to find all the parts I needed, the 
hardest being the S22 glove-box 
door trim (Thanks, Pete) and the 
NOS wheel-covers. 

“My wife spotted the car in 1980 
sitting on 55-gallon drums next to the 
crusher at the local junkyard while 
driving her ’63 Comet Custom coupe 
on a Sunday morning. I had to have 
it, but two kids had gutted it, and the 
driveline (including the V8 spindles) 
was installed on a Falcon they drove 

to Michigan. It looked like a 
scene from the movie Coma -- 
complete with its shower-curtain 
top and a gaping hole in the floor 
where they stole the hump. Just 
$180, and she was mine! “Lo and 
behold, the following weekend in 
New Orleans, I found an 
abandoned Falcon Sprint 
convertible built the same day 
(June 6,1963) in the same plant 
(Lorain) with the floor hump and 
all still intact! I felt blessed as I 
paid the $150 for the date correct 
Falcon and towed it home to be 
with ITS future donor recipient.” 

Why he enjoys Comets:  “I 
always liked the way Comets 
looked, and I had owned other 
convertibles, including a ’66 
Chevelle, and my 64 Caliente 
convertible. My parents had a ’62 
wagon when I was a kid and a 
’57 retractable. Maybe that’s why 
I like Comets. I always thought of 
the ’63 convertible as a poor 
man’s ’57 T-Bird or ’60 Impala! 
The best part is driving it!” 

How the car reached its current 
pristine state :“I had a lot of help 

from my dad, who didn't 
live to see the finished 
product, but he did ride in 
it. My friends helped too. 

“It took almost 20 years 
due to other things -- 
raising a family and 
working on my ’64 
convertible that I drove 
every day (Bet you can’t 
have just one!).” 

Restoration process: 
“My dad and I rebuilt the 
engine and undercarriage. 
My friend Donald Monjure 
painted it and did the body 
work, and my friend Otto 
Shultz helped a lot with 
the assembly, including 
the transmission.” 

Awards won: “It won the 
‘20-year Restoration 
Award’ (the gag trophy 
made out of a Comet 
cleanser can by my 
friends) and a few other 
awards at local shows and 
at the Comet East shows, 
which I enjoyed most.” 

Other interesting 
vehicles owned: “My ’79 
Ranchero (mild custom -- 
it has a Mercury Cougar 
nose on it), a ’63 hardtop 
under construction for Karl 
Jr., and a Mark VIII LSC.” 

Automotive words of 
wisdom:  “I wish I 
never sold my ’64 
Caliente convertible. 
Silver-turquoise, a 4-
speed with air! ‘You can’t 
drive a check.’” 

 



	
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2nd annual Cruisin' the 
Square took place July 12th in 
Columbia, TN. This festival of 
street vendors, entertainment 
and antique cars kicked off in big 
fashion Saturday afternoon. The 
organizers expected about 300 
cars and were surprised to have 
about 500 show up; so many 
that the overflow had to park 
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By Bill Adams

I have owned my 62 Comet 
for about 8 yrs. It didn't look 
like much. It was painted 
two-tone blue and white. Day 
by day I spent time cleaning it 
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  outside the barricades along the side 
streets of the town square. About 
10,000 spectators were also in 
attendance.  
Bart Whatley suggested that this 
would be a good opportunity for 
Comet owners to come together on a 
regional basis as a follow up to the 
Carlisle show. And he was right. 
Columbia is a pretty little southern 
town in middle Tennessee about 40 
miles south of Nashville and in driving 
distance of several states. Altogether, 
there were 5 Comets at the show. Bart 
had his 1965 burgundy Cyclone and a 
newly purchased 1965 turquoise 
Caliente convertible. Some of you are 
familiar with the Cyclone, having seen 
it at Charlotte back in April. But his 
new convertible is a real knock out. 
Bart traded a '49 Dodge for the car. 
Donna and Winston Thornton drove 
their yellow '66 convertible complete 
with fender skirts from Marbury, AL. I 
was there with my '65 convertible. 
Buddy Mitchell of Hendersonville, TN 
came over in his 1970 Cyclone 
Spoiler, one hot car for sure. 
Bart and his wife, Elaine, were perfect 

hosts for this mini-meet of Comet 
Compatriots. One of their sons, Jason 
serves on the county development 
committee that advises the festival 
organizers. Another son is married to 
former Miss Tennessee USA, Valerie 
Whatley, who announced one of the 
show awards. Yours truly was 
fortunate to have his photograph made 
with Valerie and Phil Everly of the 
Everly Brothers (Wake Up Little Suzy , 
Bye Bye Love and many more hits). 
He was walking around enjoying the 
cars like everyone else. 
Antique cars have once again proved 
to be a great common denominator for 
folks in all walks of life. I enjoyed this 
show as much as any I have attended. 
It really doesn't matter about the size 
of the event as much as simply getting 
together with people who share a 
common interest. I encourage all 
Comet owners to participate in car 
shows in your area. Also, contact 
others so that we have as many 
Comets at each event as possible. It's 
a family activity I guarantee you will 
enjoy. 
 

  

  

up. Every once in awhile I would 
[ask] my wife [to] check out my 
progress; She would say, "It's just 
an old car." But that didn't slow me 
down. When we started to go to 
shows. That’s when she changed 
her mind. We went to a car show 
or cruisin’ every weekend for at 
least a year. I was once frustrated 
early on trying to find parts. I told 
my wife maybe I should find a 
more common car to fix up.  She 
said with a very serious look on 
her face. You’re not selling that 
car!  She came to realize that this 

is a car that you don't see very 
often. Lots of people don't know 
what it is.  

  I put new rings and bearings in 
the motor. I did all the body and 
paint work myself. I installed all 
new door, window, and trunk 
seals, new headliner and carpet. I 
had the seats redone. But I did the 
door panels myself. I find it very 
rewarding to do the work myself. 
The car is bright Yellow with white 
interior. I hope you enjoy your 
Comet as much as I enjoy mine  
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Bill Adams (center) With Phil 
Everly and Valerie Whatley 
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Tony’s 62 Sedan 
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here 

 the Ranchero 
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The Granada disc brake swap 
(upgrade) and dual master 
cylinder swap (upgrade) are 
some of the most common 
discussions among us 
Cometeers.  The most 
misunderstood ingredient of 
these swaps is distributing the 
brake fluid out to each wheel.  I 
have read and heard more 
misinformation on this subject 
than correct information.  I will try 
to explain the three functions 
required for a safe and secure 
brake upgrade. 
The valve that Ford places inline 
between the master cylinder and 
the four-wheel cylinders has 
three functions: 1. Fluid 
distribution (proportioning), 2. 
Sensing pressure differential, 
and 3. Maintaining residual 
pressure (metering valve).  Lets 
examine each of these functions. 
1. Disc brakes require more 

fluid pressure than drum 
brakes.  The proportioning 
valve reduces fluid 
pressure to the rear drums 
to prevent premature rear 
wheel lock up.  No 

stability, but the front 
brakes will wear out 
more quickly and 
stopping distances 
are not optimized. 

 
Many of the Granada disc 
swap articles available on 
the Internet discuss using 
an adjustable proportioning 
valve.  If adjusted correctly, 
you could prevent the rear 
from swapping ends.  What 
is the proper adjustment?  
Are they being adjusted 
when the road surface is 
dry, or when it is wet?  
Anyone who saw Dale 
Jarrett swap ends and hit 
his jack man at Indianapolis 
earlier this month saw the 
results of to much rear 
brake in a panic stop.  Yet 
Dale was very comfortable 
with the rear brake bias 
during racing conditions 
(moderate braking).  A 
panic stop is not the time to 
find out that you don’t know 
diddilly about adjusting a 
proportioning valve.  
In my way of thinking, if you 
are going to use Granada 
disc brakes, also use the 
combination valve 
(proportioning/pressure 
differential/metering) that 
Ford designed for the 
Granada.  The rear brakes 
are very similar between our 
Comets and the 
Granada/Monarch/Maverick
.  
 

Proportioning Valve 

proportioning valve or incorrect 
reduction in pressure does not 
show up on high traction road 
surfaces, but let the road get a 
little wet and a heavy 
application of brake pressure 
will have you facing the wrong 
way pretty quickly. 

2. When dual master cylinders 
were mandated for safety 
reasons by the government, 
they also required a warning 
light to indicate a failure if either 
system failed.  The distribution 
block has a switch that when 
centered (equal pressure to 
each pair of wheels, front and 
back) is in the off position.  If a 
pressure difference develops 
(because of a fluid leak) the 
switch will slide towards the 
leaky side and send current to 
a warning light that indicates a 
failure in one side of your brake 
system. 

3. Because drum brakes have 
shoes that are pulled back from 
the drums by heavy springs, 
they react slower than disc 
brakes when the brake pedal is 
first pushed.  To compensate 
for this, residual pressure is 
maintained to the rear brakes 
so that the front and rear 
brakes come on 
simultaneously.  Lack of 
residual pressure is the 
opposite of no proportioning 
valve.  In other words, the front 
wheels lock up before the rear 
wheels.  Not as bad as rear 
wheel lock as far as directional 
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There has been some discussion 
over the years about how to 
identify six cylinder Ford engines. 
I've taken some pix of the stamped 
letter location on my 62 Comet and 
my 62 Ranchero project that 
identify the engines as 170 CID 
(cubic inch displacement) L6 
(inline 6 cylinder) engines. The T 
on the upper step next to the 
head-mating surface is the 
indicator. The # stamped on the 
lower step is probably a date code.   
42A18O is the code on the Comet 
and the Ranchero is 42E14W.  
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Comet East has grown to 
nearly 50 members at the 
time of this report. Since the 
annual meeting on May 31 
2003 the treasury has 
experienced a nice growth. 
Most of that is from 
memberships but several 
donations have come in and 
the club made nearly $160 
on the sale of merchandise. 
Many thanks to Bill Adams 
for his role in this important 
source of funds. 
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Comet East currently has a 
balance of $1778.95 as of 
August 8, 2003. In June we 
had deposits of $904.09 and in 
July we had deposits of 
$450.11 and expenses of 
$114.27 for printing the last 
newsletter.  

We want to express our 
gratitude to those who have 
joined the club and to those 
who have given of themselves 
and their treasure to help 
Comet East grow.  

By Tom Wooley

  

By Pat Wooley
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Comet East would like to 
thank the following people for 
their generosity in donating 
money, time or products to 
the club: 
Dan & Mary Mansfield of 
Guysville, OH 
Jamie Hudson of Winona, MS 
Karl Jacobs of Slidell, LA 
Bill Adams of Columbia, SC 
Richard & Linda Harrington of 
Delhi, NY 
Pete Girard of Baltic, CT 



	
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

110 S Hite Ave 
Louisville, KY 40206 
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FordExpo 2003  
August 29-31, 2003 
National Trails Raceway 
Columbus, OH 
Location: 20 mins east of 
Columbus on Rt 40 
 $12 per day, $20 2-day 
pass, $30 3-day pass, $10 
for show car (in Expo 
show) No additional fee for 
Comet East Mini-Meet. 
Info at Mega Promotions 
Phone: 740-983-2273 
Web: www.fordexpo.com 
email: tbolt@bright.net     
 

AutoFair  
Lowes Motor Speedway 
September 13 – 14, 2003 
Charlotte, NC 
Contact Bill Adams for ticket info 
Billadams100@hotmail.com  
(803) 799-5273 
There is a swap meet, car corral, 
and auction on Thursday and 
Friday (Sept. 11 & 12) in addition 
to the Show on Saturday and 
Sunday.  
 
If you have other events you want 
to promote please let us know. 
We are currently looking for 
prospective events for 2004. 
 

Comet East will be winding the show season at the following events: 
 Non Comet East event 

but definitely cool: 
Cruisin’ the Coast 
October 5 – 12, 2003 
Gulfport, MS (et environs) 
For Information 
Call (228) 385-3847 or 
(888) 808-1188 Toll Free 
www.cruisinthecoast.com 
Karl Jacobs assures me 
that this is one of the best 
events in the South every 
year. Limited to 6000 
cars and covering 35 
miles of Mississippi gulf 
coast, this event includes 
many shows, a swap 
meet and a car auction 


