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A Club for Mercury Comets 
from All Years of Manufacture 

The appearance of a 
small group of Comets at 
the Charlotte Auto Fair on 
the first weekend in April 
2003 signaled the start of 
a new era in car clubs. 
This is the year and now 
is the time when we let the 
world know that a small 
core of dedicated 
enthusiasts can make a 
club for an under -
appreciated car flourish 

In July,2002, Comet East 
held its first ever-
organizational meeting in 
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I belonged to a club in 
Boston, MA called 
N.E.Comet. It was a 
club that was going 
nowhere, but I realized 
that many Comet 
owners were quite 
serious about their cars 
and began collecting 
parts. I met Danny 
Peiffer as I bought 
more and more parts. 

  

Nashville, TN.  We had 
about 16 Comets in a 
display field adjacent to 
the FCA national 
convention.14 people 
attended that first meeting 
and several more 
expressed interest in the 
fledgling club. Later I 
attended a show and 
swap meet at National 
Trails Dragway outside of 
Columbus, OH where I 
found 8 or 10 other Comet 
owners. Between these 
meetings and promotion 
through the Comet-List on 

Yahoo and the efforts of 
Tim Morley, Pete Girard 
and others, we have 
grown to have a mailing 
list of nearly 180 
“members”.  

This is the forth issue of 
our newsletter, the 
website is up and running, 
we have had a second 
show with a good turnout 
of 14 beautiful examples 
of the automobile 
designer’s art, and we are 
poised to break out and 
become recognized.   

  

 Danny was from 
Pennsylvania and was 
known as “The Comet 
Kid“.  I liked him 
immediately and we 
eventually became 
great friends. 

When he was 31 years 
old Danny contracted a 
serious infection that he 
could not fight and he 

passed away on 
September 9, 1998. I miss 
him dearly. As a result of 
knowing Danny I feel my 
life has been greatly 
enriched.  

Danny would have 
appreciated the efforts we 
have made to establish a 
club for Comets. He would 
have been a charter 
member. As a result of my 
knowing him and his love 
for Comets, I think Comet 
East should have a 
permanent award named 
for Danny Peiffer. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pete Girard’s Aquamarine 65 

I purchased this 65 from a fellow 
in St. Johnsbury, VT about 4 
years ago as a parts car. It was 
originally an Arizona car and I 
decided to restore it using parts 
from my 1st Comet. It had a 
factory fiberglass hood and a 
factory 4-speed.  

It took me over a year to restore. I 
had sold the original fiberglass 
hood to Danny Peiffer just before 
he became ill, but later found a 
replacement. 
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My 1962 Comet 2 door Sedan has 
been in my family since it was new, 
except for a couple of years after my 
Grandmother passed away. My uncle 
sold it to a family friend who 
eventually sold it back to me, but not 
before he put a huge crease in the left 
side just behind the drivers door with 
his school bus. 

My grandparents purchased it from 
Monarch Auto Co of Louisville, KY in 
February 1962. It cost $2496.90 and 
they got $1701 for their 60 Chevy. 
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Tom Wooley’s 62 Sedan 
AgnesAnn 

  

Both of my Comets are drivers, 
and II have fun with them all of 
the time. 

  

After I got the car back from the bus 
driver, I used it as an occasional driver 
and pleasure car. The kids thought it 
was neat to go for a ride in the old car  

When my daughter got her driving 
license I let her drive the Comet to 
school occasionally and to work when 
she got a part-time job. The only 
problem she ever has was the time 
she called from school and said the 
car wouldn’t start. When I got there, I 
discovered that she had left the car in 
gear and taken the keys. It didn’t 
occur to her to make sure the car was 
in park before trying to start the car. 

After my daughter went off to college, 
my son got his license, and was 
allowed to drive the car. I had a 
mechanic that supposedly specialized 
in classic cars go through the 
mechanicals to make sure it was safe 
to drive. He used the wrong actuating 
rod in the master cylinder and caused 
the brakes to lock up. He has since 
gone out of business. One fine fall, in 
a fit of stupidity, my wife and I went on 
a weekend trip to a car show in IL and 
left the boy at home alone. When we 

returned there was a note that our 
son had crashed the Comet into a 
parked truck. Luckily he was not 
seriously injured (even though I 
wanted to kill him) and went on to 
have several more crashes in 
other cars.  

We parked the comet in our 
garage for over a year while I tried 
to convince him to work on the 
car. He’s not that kind of kid. I  
finally sent it to a friend who was 
opening a new shop. I told him I 
wasn’t in a hurry (BIG MISTAKE). 
They kept the car for over 3 years. 
She kept getting pushed back for 
other jobs (insurance jobs pay the 
bills in a body shop).  

I got the car back from the shop 
on July 25,2002 just in time to 
drive it to Nashville for the Comet 
East meet. It was there I first met 
Tim Morley, Pete Girard, Karl 
Jacobs, Bill Adams, Joe Wall 
Tony Gomez and so many others 
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Some members’ rides and the stories behind them 
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Many thanks to all who have donated 
to the Comet East Organizational 
Fund. Your help has been 
appreciated. 

· Ken Noland of Clinton Twp, MI 

· Lowell Cumston of Delaware, OH 

· Mike Fasulo of Sharpsburg, MD 

· Dick Harrington of Delhi, NY 

· Joe Jordan of Reno, NV 
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The club held its second ever 
display of Comets on the 4th and 5th 
of April in Charlotte, NC at the 
Lowes Motor Speedway in 
conjunction with the Charlotte Auto 
Fair sponsored by the Hornets Nest 
chapter AACA, Lowes Motor 
Speedway and Food Lion. We had 
fourteen Comets in attendance on 
Saturday and another joined us on 
Sunday.  

Although it rained for a while on 
Saturday morning, the weekend 
turned out to be beautiful, sunny 
and warm.  We enjoyed much fun 
and camaraderie over the course of 
the day and it was great fun meeting 
people that we had only spoken with 
or written to in the past. We had 
judges assessing our cars and the 
best examples won trophies and 
there were raffles and door prizes. 
The swap meet field covered the 
infield of the speedway plus two 
large fields behind the back 
straightaway grandstands. It was 
huge   

Highlights 
Harold Kephart attracted a crowd 
and kept many folks entertained by 
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· Barry Bennett of Southern Pines, NC 

· Bill Adams of Columbia, SC 

· Mary Mansfield of Guysville, OH 

Special Thanks to Karl Jacobs for taking it 
on himself to send Bill Adams a basket of 
goodies in recognition of all the time and 
effort he put into making the show at 
Charlotte a huge success.  

Special thanks to Bruce Larmer of 
Cherryville, NC for his help with the raffles 
and 50-50 drawing in Charlotte 

  

occasionally firing up his 1969 Cyclone 
428SCJ. The earth shook every time he 
did. 

Karl Jacobs and Jerry Straight judged cars 
for the Foothills Ford Club. 

Thanks to Joe & Deborah Wall of 
Goodlettsville, TN for being such a strong 
club supporters. They brought their 64 
Cyclone to both Nashville and Charlotte. 

Thanks to Bruce Miller for lending 
mechanical advice to those in need. Bill 
Adams was a grateful recipient. And 
thanks to Bill Riddick for bringing hid 
freshly painted Red 65 Cyclone. Rumor 
has it that the paint was still wet 48 hrs 
before the show. 

Mike Fasulo and his wife Kathy came 
down from Sharpsburg, MD to lend club 
support even though the 65 Cyclone was 
not ready to travel. Thanks Mike and 
Kathy. 

Bruce Larmer raised about $80 for the 
club by selling 50-50 tickets. Mary 
Mansfield won the drawing and donated 
her winnings back to the club. Thanks to 
both. 

The really big news is that Dan Mansfield 
won the "Bob Laidlien Most Original 

Award" given by Lowes Motor 
Speedway out of 3000 registered 
cars for his factory correct 1965 
Ivy Gold "HI-PO" Cyclone. 

Awards: 

 
1st Place Best of Show - Bart 
Whatley '65 Burgundy Cyclone 

2nd Place  - Harold Kephart 1969 
Red & Black Cyclone 428 SCJ 

3rd Place  - Karl Jacobs - 1963 
Red      S-22 convertible 

Owner's Choice  - Karl Jacobs 

Danny Peiffer Eye Catcher 
Award  - Mary Mansfield - 1965 
Ice Blue Cyclone 

Farthest Traveled Award  - Karl 
Jacobs   835 miles 
  
Door Prizes: 

 
Mary Mansfield - Canvas cooler 
Bruce Miller - Canvas cooler 
Pat Wooley - Hand calculator and 
flashlight 
Bruce Larmer - Tool box 
Mary Mansfield won the 50-50 
jackpot and donated it to the club. 
. 
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Parts for Sale  
1964 Comet 5-lug Spindles 
and Brakes – new brake 
shoes, wheel cylinders, 
hdwe kit, bearings, & seals. 
Drums turned & painted. $75 
plus shipping from Detroit for 
the pair. Contact Ken Noland 
kcnoland@peoplepc.com or 
phone: 586-790-8303 
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Article I  

Club Name & Purpose  

 Section 1:  The name of this club shall be Comet 
East. 

 Section 2:  The purpose of this club is to promote, 
preserve, maintain, and enjoy Comet Automobiles 
manufactured by the Edsel and Mercury divisions 
of Ford Motor Company from 1960 through 1977 

Article II 

Classification  

 Section 1:  Comet East is an unincorporated and 
non-profit organization of Comet Enthusiasts. 

 Article III  

Membership  

Section 1:  Comet ownership is not a 
prerequisite for membership. Any person 
may become a member, who pays the 
required dues and agrees, by his/her 
election to join the club, too adhere and 
obey these bylaws and any other requirements 
that maybe adopted by the club from time to time. 

Article IV 

Dues 

Section 1:  Membership dues shall be $25.00 
annually, and include all immediate family 
members, i.e.: spouse and children. Dues are 
payable at the time of initial membership and 
annually thereafter. Annual dues are due at the 
first of each fiscal year. A grace period of no more 
than 60 days shall be given to all members. Our 
fiscal year shall begin on Jan. 1st, and end on 
Dec. 31st, of the same year. 

Section 2:  Memberships purchased after the 
March 1st, of the fiscal year shall be prorated at 
$1.00 a month for each month that has passed of 
that year.  
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  Article V  

Meetings  

Section 1:  One annual business meetings of Comet 
East shall be held when and where the President or his 
designee determine. All members will be notified in a 
timely manner of the time and place of the annual 
meeting to encourage attendance. Other meetings may 
be called as need arises. Members shall receive at least 
60 days notice of special meetings. 

Section 2:  Conduct during business meetings shall be 
informal to encourage general participation by all. 
Meetings shall be conducted by the club President or in 
his/her absence, the club Vice President. If neither 
elected official are not present, then the next highest-
ranking Official will preside over the meeting. 

Section 3:  Business meetings shall generally follow an 
order of business that shall include, but  is not 
necessarily limited to the following events: 

1.  Call to order by the presiding Officer 
2.  Club announcements made by the presiding 

Officer 
3.  Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
4.  Treasurer’s report 
5.  Reports of Officers, as appropriate 
6.  General discussion, New announcements, 

Activities, etc… 
7.  Adjournment 

Article VI 

Management  

Section 1:  The management of the club shall be vested 
in the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
and Board of Directors (BOD). The BOD shall consist of 
the President and two other members elected at large. 
Both permanent and provisional committees may be 
formed to assist and/or provide guidance to the officers 
and the BOD 

Section 2:  The officers of the club shall be elected by 
majority vote of the club members annually and shall 
serve terms of 1 year.  Officers may succeed themselves 
if they desire and are re-elected by the membership. 
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Nominations for office may be made by mail or 
email and should be forwarded to the 
Secretary at least 30 days before the annual 
meeting. 

 Section 3:  Voting will be conducted either in 
person at the annual meeting, or by mail/email 
vote. The secretary must receive mail or  e-
mail votes at least 10 days prior to the annual 
meeting. 

Section 4:  Officers shall have the authority to 
manage all affairs of the club that relate in 
anyway whatsoever to the club. To make all 
contracts necessary for the proper transaction 
of club business. However, the general 
membership shall have final control and 
direction of the club and may by motion, veto 
the decisions and actions of the officers. 

Article VII 

Duties  

Section 1:  The President shall preside over all 
meetings of the club, enforce all club bylaws 
and shall perform such other duties that shall 
be imposed upon the office by membership. 
The President shall, with the Secretary, sign 
all written contracts and written obligations of 
the club. 

Section 2:  The Vice President shall assume 
above said duties when the club President is 
absent or unable to perform said duties. In the 
event of the loss of the club President, he/she 
shall assume the role of President until the 
voting members of Comet East can elect a 
new President by majority vote for remainder 
of the term. 

Section 3:  The Secretary shall keep minutes 
and other official reports of the club, including 
records, books, documents and papers 
relating to the club. Receive monies due the 
club, write a receipt for the same and pay 
them over to the Treasurer. The Secretary will 
also read the minutes from the previous 
business meeting 
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 Section 4:  The Treasurer shall record and keep account all 
monies received from the secretary and pay them out with 
the permission of the President and/or Comet East voting 
members. The Treasurer will also make a statement of the 
financial condition of the club, and the membership shall, by 
motion, approve or amend the report. 

Section 5  The BOD shall oversee the actions of the officers 
and provide guidance to the members and officers of the 
club.  

Article VIII  

Suspension  

Section 1:  Any Member who fails to pay the annual dues 
within the grace period, provided in Article IV, Section 1 of 
the these bylaws, and/or any indebtedness owed to the 
club, shall be suspended from all privileges of Comet East 
membership until said monies are paid in full to the club. 

Section 2:  Any Member and/or Officer, who conducts 
himself/herself in a manner that reflects negatively on the 
club, may be suspended from all privileges of membership 
for a time determined by the BOD and approved by the 
voting members. Officers shall be removed from office and 
may also be suspended. 

Article IX  

Amendments  

Section 1: Amendments to these bylaws can be made at 
any regular business meeting by a motion and a majority 
vote by the members to carry that motion. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tom Wooley 
110 S Hite Ave 
Louisville, KY  40206        

The All Ford Nationals  at 
Carlisle, PA May30-June1 
2003 will be Comet East’s 
prime event for this year. 
Plans are to organize into a 
recognized club at that time. 
If you can make only one 
Comet East event this 
should be the one. Use the 
enclosed form to let Tim 
know you’re coming. Be 
sure to reserve a Fun Field 
spot by registering with 
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may want to join him at the 
Mason-Dixon Dragway  in 
Hagerstown, MD on August 24, 
2003 for a one-day All-Ford show 
and swap meet.  
Anyone who wants to promote 
an event, or just invite people to 
visit a local or regional show 
may contact the newsletter 
editor. I will try to get it 
published in a timely manner 

Carlisle Events. (717) 243 – 7855 or online 
at www.carsatcarlisle.con Tell them Comet 
East is your club. 

The Syracuse Nationals    July 18-20, 2003 
in Syracuse, NY (www.rightcoastcars.com) 
has been suggested as a potential gathering 
place for Comet East. Contact Dick 
Harrington of Delhi, NY for more info. 
rharringto2@stny.rr.com or write him at: 
15725 State Highway 28 
 Delhi, NY 13753 
 
Pete Girard suggested that some of you 
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